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Alabama Innovation Index at UAH
By Annette Wilson

VDay Week Activities,
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What is Innovation In
dex? Innovation underlies
better economies and is the
transformation of knowledge
into commercial products,
processes, and services. It
deals with the economic
growth and is the most im
portant factor in generating
jobs in the state of Alabama
and the United States.
The Innovation Index not
only affects the United States
and Alabama, but also UAH.
This affects the funds for
UAH's research level. Dr. Bill
Killingsworth, the director of
the Office for Economic De

Hockey Loses and Ties
at #3 Maine, page 6
Entertainment

velopment at UAH remarked,
"Here at UAH, we are work
ing really hard to increase our
research level. Presently, we
have $45 million a year and
we want to double that in 5
years."
Alabama ranks the high
est in the southern region in
Gross State Product and
Small Business Innovative
—

Research and ranks near the
top of the southern region in
education and providing
jobs for the technology
workforce. In fact, Alabama
has 6.8 Science and Engi
neering Doctorates per
100,000 population, second J
only to Georgia, who has 7.1 f
in the same region. However, §
the national average is 9.2, <
which Alabama falls about
30% below.
°
Along with these figures,
Alabama ranks high in the
southern region, but poorly
among the US average. The
state ranks very low in at
tracting federal money. One
prime example is the federal
money given to Alabama by
the National Science Foun
dation. This state ranks 48"1
in the nation. Alabama has
to grow with more jobs to
become more competitive in
the nation.
Alabama is in a transition
from an agrarian and low-tech
economy to a manufacturing
and high-tech economy. One
y,.«.

UAH's Dr Bill Killingsworth developed the Innovation Index
being implemented by the state of Alabama.
of the reasons for the change
is because of the growth in
the automobile industry. Ala
bama gained Mercedes'
Vance plant in 1993, Honda's
Talladega plant in 1999 (both
plants have since doubled
original capacity), Toyota's
engine plant in Huntsville,
and Hyundai's Montgomery
plant, which is presently be
ing built.
Many of the suppliers for
these companies have also
relocated to the
iciucaieq
me southern re
re-

gion, especially Alabama.
Yet, with this many compa
nies moving to Alabama,
many traditional companies
such as textiles, apparel, and
lumber products are leaving
Alabama to look for places of
lower costs.
What can you do as a stu
dent to help the Innovation
Index in Alabama? "Best
thing the students can do af
ter they graduate from UAH
is to stay in Huntsville," says
Dr. Killingsworth
Killingsworth.

SSE: Authentic Elizabethan Theatre
By Ginger Carter

The UAH community will
have the opportunity to ex
perience Shakespearean
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drama much as Elizabethan
audiences did in original per
formances,
when
the
Shenandoah Shakespeare
Express (SSE) 2003/04 "Excel
lent Motion" Tour performs
February 25-27 in the Univer
sity Center Exhibit Hall. The
company, which enjoys the
reputation of being "the most
active touring Shakespeare
company in the world," will
present three plays: The Two
Gentlemen
of
Verona
Wednesday, Feb. 25; Henry
the Fourth, Part One, Thurs
day, Feb. 26; and The Impor
tance of Being Earnest, by
Oscar Wilde, Friday, Feb. 27.
All performances begin at
7:30 p.m.
UAH faculty members will
present free pre-performance

lectures each evening at 6:30

1-—rr

— ....—-

p.m., in University Center
Room 127. Dr. John Mebane,
Professor of English and Di
rector of the Honors Pro
gram, will present the lectures
for both Shakespearean per
formances and Dr. Julie Early,
Associate Professor of En
glish, will lecture on Oscar
Wilde's play.
Tickets are available at the
University Center. Regular
prices are $10 for students
and $15 for the general pub
lic. A very limited number of
SGA-subsidized student tick
ets will be available for $5.
These events are spon
sored by the Huntsville Lit
erary Association, the UAH
Chapter of Sigma Tau Delta
English Honorary Society,
and the UAH Honors Pro
gram. The National Endow
ment for the Arts, in partner
ship with the Southern Arts

m

Cast of Shenandoah Shakespeare's 2003/04 Excellent
Motion Tour.
Federation and the Alabama
State Council on the Arts, is

graduate English major, is
enthusiastic about the

providing partial funding for
the performances.

events. 'The actors deliver
an outstanding performance.
I recommend that all students

Sigma Tau Delta members
will serve as ushers for the
performances and will spon
sor a pot-luck dinner for the
actors and members of the
Huntsville Literary Associa
tion. Sigma Tau Delta Presi
dent
Byland, a
_ Heather •J.yicuiu,
d

take advantage of thisoppor
tunity to see live perfor
mances of Shakespeare's
plays."
Dr. John Mebane views
the performances as a signifi
v-mix 1 ckon
CARTER
on page 19

Celebrating Black History at UAH

By Shameeka Thomas
As most people know
February is Black History
Month. Throughout this
month a number of commu
nity organizations will be
sponsoring programs dedi
cated to the celebration of
black history. However, if
you're looking for a way to
celebrate Black History
Month look no further than

thecamnns
I A H n*
irin<»
the
campus n
off IUAH.
During
this month UAH has a vari
ety of different programs de
signed to further the knowl

edge of and celebrate black
history.
The Union Grove Art Gal
lery is one site of events dedi

K>
>
1 On
„
shop with Nmon
Ford.

Feb. Oat 7:00 p.m. in the
University Center students
can participate in a formal
Valentine's Ball hosted by
the Black Student Associa
tion and Alpha Phi Alpha Fra
ternity Inc. Guest speaker

cated to black history. Feb.

Khalil Abdel Alim will present

? 27 students can view an art
show titled Forces in a Wil

a Real World Seminar on the

derness. On Feb. 5 Robert's
Hall will have a music work

African-American Muslim
on February 18 at 11:30 a.m.
in Morton Hall. The Office

.
of Multicultural Affairs will
host a luncheon on the indul
gence of Blacks upon Ala
bama History on February 27
in the Tom BevilleConference
Center. Dr. Richard Bailey will
be the guest speaker at this
event.
For more information on
the Forces in a Wilderness art
show and tickets to the lun
cheon please call 824-6822.
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Chattanooga This Valentine's Day
By Marcie Abney

By Jeremy Cheek
cheekjd@email.uah.edu

Hello once again, and welcome to another edition of
Greek Speak. I actually have information to report on all
the Greeks, so I'll go ahead and get right into it.
Pi Kappa Alpha would like to congratulate brother
Brad Son on being named Battalion Commander for both
the ROTC programs here at UAH and at Alabama A&M
University. The Pikes also defeated the ATOs in intra
mural basketball this past Sunday by a score of 43-27.
The ATOs watched Scatface for brotherhood movie
night this past Monday. They will also be holding for
mal pledging Thursday night February 12. On Friday
February 13 and again on Sunday the 15, the ATOs will
be working with handicapped children at WHNT's Kids'
Expo.
The Delta Chis would like to thank all of those who
came out for their Pirate Party last Friday to help make it
a success. The guys also helped out with Kappa Delta
on rush on Wednesday February 11. The Delta Chi
White Carnation Ball is also coming up on Wednesday
February 18.
The Sigma Nus are having their snow party Friday
February 13 at the house. See a brother for more details.
They will also be hosting a chili cook-off with the alumni
at the house on Saturday February 21. Congratulations
to the Sigma Nu A Team for remaining undefeated by
out-dueling the Delta Chis 51-22 this past Sunday in
intramural basketball. The Sigma Nu B Team is still in
search of its first win after being defeated by Campus
Crusade by a score of 46-19.
The Kappa Deltas will be meeting with their National
Chapter Development Counselor February 18-25. They
will also be having a sleepover with the Girl Scouts on
March 5 & 6, and their annual Shamrock 5K run is com
ing up on March 13. The run begins at 8:00 am and
costs $15 per person. All proceeds will benefit Stop
Child Abuse and Neglect and Prevent Child Abuse
America. Please attend if you are able because this is
really a worthwhile cause.
The Sigma Nu/Delta Zeta Co-ed basketball team lost
a tough game to the Pike/Kappa Delta team this past
Sunday 48-38. The Delta Zetas are still gearing up for
their annual Battle of the Bands. See a sister or ACE
representative if you are interested in more details. The
girls also held a mixer with the Delta Chis this past Sat
urday. They are attending a Valentine's Day party at
Chaffey Elementary Thursday February 12. Regions
Weekend is February 21-22 and Parents' Day in on Feb
ruary 29.
That's all there is to report for this week's edition of
Greek Speak. Remember, if you have information you
want to submit, or if you have any comments or sug
gestions, e-mail me at cheekid@email.uah.edu. All sub
missions need to be in by 7:00 pm on Sundays.

With Valentine's Day just
around the corner, significant
others all over campus are
scouring their romantic file
cabinets to come up with the
perfect gift and the perfect
date for that special someone,
and they keep running into
the same problem: there's
nothing left to do in Huntsville!
They've seen every
movie, eaten at every restau
rant, visited every club, and
walked around Big Spring
Park enough to qualify them
for an Olympic medal. So,
why not try going some
where else?
Chattanooga, TN is as
easy to reach as Birmingham,
and boasts a long list of
things to do. Just to name a
few:
The
Tennessee

Aquarium, Rock City, Ruby
Falls, Chattanooga Choo
Choo, The Southern Belle
Riverboat, and Downtown
Chattanooga.
According to the city's
website, they are in the middle
of their $120 million 21a Cen
tury Waterfront Plan, which
is "a civic commitment to re
connect the city with the river
that runs through it." As a
result, the city has improved
the look of the downtown
area and is attracting busi
nesses and people. For the
college student this means a
gold mine of great date
places.
There is a wide range of
dining choices in downtown
Chattanooga
including
Sticky Fingers, the Mellow
Mushroom, the Big River
Grille, and a wealth of eateries located on every street,

There's even a Murder Mys
tery Dinner Theatre for en
tertainment and food at the
same time.
The shopping in down
town also offers many
choices for buying your Val
entine that special gift.
Unique shops dot every
block of downtown Chatta
nooga, and there's even a
Warehouse Row for the outlet-lovers.
For the college student
who loves to save on gas
money, everything is within
walking distance. Park on the
South side of the Tennessee
River, and take the Walnut
Street Walking Bridge to the
North Side where Coolidge
Park awaits.
The Park, part of the 21s'
Century
development,
boasts an indoor, old-time
merry-go-round, and a rock

Lambda Pi Eta Officially Chartered
By Joanne Eskreis
The Communication Arts
department announces its
Honor Society, Lambda Pi

Eta, which is a chartered so
ciety on campus. Fall '03
Communication students and
Communication Professor
Julie Ferris met to coordinate

Aero

efforts to provide an honors
club in their department.
They began with approxi
mately fifteen members.
"As a senior in

pus

Do you hink $800 is too much money to
require freshmen to put
on their meal plan?

Jeremy Alexander
Freshman, CPE
"No. $800 is enough money for a
month's worth of meals."

Nicole Brandon
Freshman, Biology
'Yes. That's a lot of food I won't eat."

Do YOU HAVE AN
OPINION ABOUT THIS
WEEK'S ACROSS
THE CAMPUS?,

Vote online
www.uahexponent.com

E

climbing wall. It sits right next
to the river and has plenty of
picnic tables and benches for
enjoying the view.
If none of these options
sound appealing, downtown
Chattanooga also has an art
museum, a sculpture garden,
a discover}' museum, and an
IMAX theater. If you're up for
the trip, Chattanooga offers
an alternative to the Huntsville scene.
So, the next time the ro
mantic research turns up a
blank, think about Chatta
nooga. All-in-all, it offers an
interesting alternative to the
ordinary date. All of the infor
mation about any of the
places mentioned here can be
found
by
visiting
www.chattanoogafun.com.

Fioana Cheng
Freshman, Mechanical Eng
"Yes, I think so. Freshmen don't
have much money as it is and every
thing else is already so expensive."

Stephanie Mangrum
Freshman, Biology
"Yes. I can't eat all the food that $800
would buy."

communication, it's kind of
redeeming to have our own
honor society now. Everyone
in the club is excited about the
opportunities this will pro
vide. It also gives the under
classmen something to look
forward to and know that
they'll be rewarded for their
hard work," said Jennifer
Bonilla, the new Lambda Pi
Eta President.
Coordinating dues, form
ing a constitution, setting eli
gibility status, and the group
efforts to raise money to be
come a chartered group was
their key focus. Service
projects like the "Operational
Christmas Child" fundraisers
on campus were among the
first group activities.
Lambda Pi Eta stands for:
Logos (Lambda) meaning
logic. Pathos (Pi) relating to
emotion, and Ethos (Eta) de
fined as character credibility
and ethics.
The National Communica
tion Association best de
scribes the purpose of the
group on their website.
The goals of Lambda Pi
Eta are to: Recognize, foster,
and reward outstanding scho
lastic achievement stimulate
interest in the field of commu
nication; promote and en
courage professional devel
opment among communica
tion majors; provide an oppor
tunity to discuss and ex
change ideas about the field;
establish and maintain close
relationships and understand
ing between faculty and stu
dents; and explore options lor
further graduate studies.
Julie Ferris, Lambda P1
Eta's sponsor said. "Our pur
pose is to help get communi
cation studies recognized as
one of the larger majors in Lib
eral Arts and help to supp0"1
our students with strong na
tional and local affiliations
and opportunities. Many of

ESKREIS on pagelS

The Exponent 12 February-18 February 3

Science-Tech
Formula SAE: Fast Cars, Good Fun
By Annette Wilson
Who does not like fast
cars and good fun? If that is
the sort of thing you are in to
and you are a person that is
dedicated to your work, then
there is an organization you
need to join! This organiza
tion is UAH's Formula FSAE.
FSAE is a team that builds
a car every two years and
sends it to compete in races.
This year, the competition is
being held in Detroit, Michi
gan on May 19-23. The team
is gearing up and looking for
ward to the big event.
I walked into the meeting
one night and could tell the
group is really fun and easy
going, but knows how to
work hard. They were com
ing up with nicknames to put
on the back of their team
shirts, talking about a couple
recent events, as well as ad
dressing issues concerning
the vehicle.
When asked how he likes
working on the team, Austin
Webb replied, "It's like a bar
rel of monkeys! It's fun, we

get to hang out and stuff. We
work on engineering chal
lenges." Yet, even though
the team does have a lot of
fun, they also know that this
project and team requires a
great amount of dedication.
Fellow team member Kim
Browning said, "It is time
consuming.. .it takes a lot of
dedication, but it is fun and
stuff. We build relation
ships." First year member
Devin Johnson, who also
built the team's website,
www.chargermotorsports.com.
thought that the best part is
that it makes class more in
teresting because you do
things that you learn in class.
He added, "You can apply the
things that you learn in the
classroom on the project."
When team captain Jason
Davis was asked what goals
he has in mind for the team,
Jason remarked, "We want to
get a program started and
take what you get this year
and start building a program
base for the team for years to
come. This is the second year
and no car you build is per-

A race car is under construction by UAH's Formula SAE
team.

feet. Next year, you fix the
problems that you had before
and you leam from your mis
takes. Georgia Tech (who is
one of the best in the nation)
has had a program for the
past 18 years. This is UAH's
second car. Each car takes
two years to build."
Team members include
Jason Davis, the team cap
tain, Bob Browning, assis
tant team leader, Devin
Johnson, treasurer, Kim
Browning, secretary, Corey
Johnson, dash electronics,
Matt Barron, CAD jockey,
Rick Bukac, welding, Brett

Whisienant, welding, and
Austin Webb, the assistant
technical specialist.
UAH's FSAE team meets
on Mondays at 7:00 pm in
Room N119 in Technology
Hall. Anyone who is willing
to work hard and have a
good time is welcome to
come. Please visit the
w e b s i t e ,
www.chargermot6rsports.com
if you are interested or come
to the meetings. Only the
people that build the car are
able to drive it.

UAH Has Underground Web Forum
By Kelsey England
Have you ever wanted to
know what professors to
avoid? Have you ever been
sitting around during the
weekend and wanting to
know what kind of parties
were happening on campus?
Well now there is a place
where you can find all the in
formation you crave about
UAH. The site is called UAH
Underground. Founded and
run by two UAH students,
UAH Underground is an
internet website that is by
students for students. Site
co-creator Brad Smith says,
"The site is simply a way for

UAH students to communi
cate. It's a good way to do so
many things: getting advice
about instructors, selling
books, getting people's
thoughts about the latest
movies, party announce
ments, whatever."
UAH Underground is set
up like a forum board. You
simply find the topic you
want to look at, and read what
people have posted and post
your owns thoughts.
Smith says, "As of now
guests can post, as long as
we don't have any problems
with it. Membership is free
and confidential and only
takes a few minutes." Any-

thing can be posted on the
boards, as long as it is not
considered inappropriate
by the site administrators.
"Our boards are also open to
alumni, faculty and instruc
tors, and prospective UAH
students. You can talk about
anything, including SGA af
fairs, automotives, parties,
random funny stuff, movies,
music, sports, Greeks, and
any tech support anyone
needs," says Smith.
As for the future of the
site, Smith says that he and
his friend Derek, also a
founder of the site, would like
to see the site go far. With
enough student support,

Smith says they would like to
see the site with more than
just forum boards. UAH Un
derground could include
links to other UAH sites, as
well as SGA and other cam
pus news. Their biggest
dream is to see the site facili
tate internet radio. If it became
a reality, the site administra
tors could then pick and play
music, much like a disc
jockey at a radio station.
Smith concludes,
"Basically the site will go
as far as UAH students want
it to go."
The web address for the
site
is
www.uahunderground.com.

By Chris Brown
Editor-in-Chief

Spirit lives once again. The ailing Mars rover has now
fully recovered from software problems and is collecting
data from the Martian surface. In other news, the com
mercial manned space flight industry is getting closer
and closer to reality. We have all read about the X-prize,
with notable entries from our own HARC team and from
the venerable Burt Rutan. I have also read recently about
space enthusiast Elon Musk, creator of many dot-coms
including Paypal, who is working toward a manned space
flight program of his own. He is starting by offering the
cheapest dollar/pound rocket flights to Low Earth Orbit
in America. I have little else to say this week, so I wanted
to share the words of Herbert Hoover, that I just redis
covered in an email from a fellow engineer.
"It is a great profession. There is the satisfaction of
watching a figment of the imagination emerge through
the aid of science to a plan on paper. Then it moves to
realization in stone or metal or energy. Then it brings
jobs and homes to men. Then it elevates the standards of
living and adds to the comforts of life. That is the
engineer's high privilege.
The great liability of the engineer compared to men of
other professions is that his works are out in the open
where all can see them. His acts, step by step, are in hard
substance. He cannot bury his mistakes in the grave like
the doctors. He cannot argue them into thin air or blame
the judge like the lawyers. He cannot, like the architects,
cover his failures with trees and vines. He cannot, like
the politicians, screen his shortcomings by blaming his
opponents and hope that the people will forget. The en
gineer simply cannot deny that he did it. If his works do
not work, he is damned. That is the phantasmagoria that
haunts his nights and dogs his days. He comes from the
job at the end of the day resolved to calculate it again. He
wakes in the night in a cold sweat and puts something on
paper that looks silly in the morning. All day he shivers
at the thought of the bugs which will inevitably appear
to jolt his smooth consummation.
On the other hand, unlike the doctor his is not a life
among the weak. Unlike the soldier, destruction is not his
purpose. Unlike the lawyer, quarrels are not his daily
bread. To the engineer falls the job of clothing the bare
bones of science with life, comfort and hope.
No doubt as years go by people forget which engi
neer did it, even if they ever knew. Or some politician
puts his name on it. Or they credit it to some promoter
who used other peoples money with which to finance it.
But the engineer himself looks back at the unending
stream of goodness that flows from his successes with
satisfactions that few professions may know. And the
verdict of his fellow professionals is all the accolade he
wants."
- Herbert Hoover

Engineering Student Council will Celebrate E-Week
By Ande Boyer
Engineering Correspon
dent
The UAH Engineering
Student Council is putting
the final touches on plans to
recognize National Engineers
Week. Every year the last
week of February is set aside
to recognize the nation's en
gineers and the contributions
they have made to society. To
recognize this event on the
UAH campus, the ESC has
planned a week of activities
to provide fun for all and a

bit of competition between
the various engineering dis
ciplines.
Kicking off the festivities
is the annual Huntsville EWeek 5k run/walk on Satur
day, February 21. Though not
held recently, the event has
been resurrected by the
Huntsville Section of the In
stitute of Electrical & Elec
tronics Engineers as a part of
the section's SO"1 anniversary
celebration. The ESC and the
Charger IEEE Student Branch
are co-sponsoring the event
which will be held on campus.

Beginning on the follow
ing Monday, daily activities
at various times of the day
will be held on the different
parts of campus. These ac
tivities include an Engineer
ing Scavenger Hunt, a "Pro
duce Chuck'in" competition,
and a "Duct Tape an Engi
neer to the Wall" competition.
Throughout the week, stu
dents may compete in vari
ous Engineering Olympics
events as well as a week-long
game of "Assassins."
The final E-Week event, d
the Faculty, will be held on

Friday. In the same spirit as a
carnival dunking booth, stu
dents and faculty alike may
purchase chances to throw a
pie in the face of their favor
ite instructor or co-worker.
Funds raised by the event will
be used to help defray the
cost of E-Week and other
Council programs.
To add a competitive
edge, disciplines may com
pete against one another in
these events and earn the
title of "UAH E-Week Cham
pion." The winning disci
pline will be announced at the

E-Week banquet being held
on Thursday at the Von
Braun Center and recognized
with the E-Week Champion
ship Trophy.
According to the official
website, www.eweek.org, the
National Society of Profes
sional Engineers founded
National Engineers Week in
1951. Engineers Week is
sponsored nationwide by
more than 100 major corpora
tions and also engineering,
scientific, and education so
cieties. The goal of E-Week
is to increase public aware

ness and appreciation of en
gineering and to promote
pre-college interest in math,
science, and engineering as
a career option.
More information about
UAH E-Week activities can
be
found
at
http://
esc.uah.edu/eweek. Posted
there is a schedule of events,
information on registering for
the 5k and Assassins, and
current points standings.
The ESC can be contacted at
esc@uah.edu for additional
questions, comments,or sug
gestions.

Check out the The Exponent online at www.uahexponent.com
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V-Day Week Activities Raise Funds and Awareness
By Ginger Carter
V-Day week activities on
the UAH campus, February
9-15, will call attention to the
global problem of violence
against women and offer
fund-raising opportunities
to benefit violence preven
tion organizations. V-Day tshirt sales, a silent auction,
and an art show are among
the activities that will culmi
nate in two Valentine's Day
weekend performances of
Eve Ensler's Obie-Awaidwinning play, "The Vagina
Monologues."
The week begins with the
opening of the V-Day art
show on Monday, February
9, at the University Center.
The exhibition features art
work by six women artists
associated with UAH: Shalis
Worthy, Deborah Horn,
Brandy Cogdill, Kimberly
Hart, Hunt Hudson, and
Marylyn Coffey. The V-Day
art exhibition has been organized by Kathryn Jill
Johnson, UAH Assistant
Professor of Art and Art His
tory. She comments: "The
women artists in the exhibi
tion are exploring aspects of
identity and feminine experi
ence in a variety of styles,
media, and conceptual ap
proaches."
The V-Day Silent Auc
tion is expected to be a ma
jor fundraising activity and
will begin at 6:30 pm on Sat
urday, February 14 in the
lobby of Chan Auditorium,

preceding the Valentine's
Day performance of "The
Vagina Monologues." The
Silent Auction will include a
variety of donations of ser
vices and merchandise from
restaurants, businesses, and
professional persons in the
North Alabama area. Several
UAH faculty members have
donated artwork to the Silent
Auction, including Michael
Crouse, Roxie Veasey,
Uthman Abdur-Rahman, and
Kathryn Jill Johnson.
Highlighting the week's
activities will be the two week
end performances of "The
Vagina Monologues," on
Saturday, February 14 at 7:30
pm and on Sunday, February
15 at 2:30 pm, both in Chan
Auditorium on the UAH cam
pus. Student tickets are $5
and general admission is $12.
Tickets are available in the
UAH University Center;
Morton Hall Room 334; Shav
ers Bookstore in Huntsville;
Lincoln Center Antiques in
Huntsville; and at the door.
All proceeds from V-Day
events will benefit Crisis Ser
vices of North Alabama
(CSNA), a non-profit um
brella organization that in
cludes the provision of ser
vices to victims of sexual and
domestic violence. UAH VDay 2004 activities are under
the fiscal sponsorship of the
Alabama/Mississippi Chap
ter of the International Asso
ciation of Forensic Nurses
(IAFN), also a non-profit or
ganization. Any checks

should be made payable to
IAFN, for donations, item
purchases, or performance
tickets. Funds will then be
distributed by that organiza
tion to CSNA.
Katrina Fomich, a senior
Chemical Engineering major,
is the campus organizer for
UAH 2004 V-Day activities.
She obtained the rights for
the benefit performances of
Eve Ensler's play. Katrina
encourages all UAH students
to participate in campus VDay activities. "These
events raise awareness about
violence against women and
girls. The message is one that
needs to be heard all over the
world, beginning at the
grassroots level. In addition
to raising awareness, we will
be benefiting a non-profit or
ganization that has experi
enced tremendous budget
cuts."
Candice Rigsby, a UAH
student who volunteers with
CSNA, has also been an ac
tive organizer for UAH V-Day,
as SGA liaison and donations
advocate. She will perform
as the narrator for 'The Va
gina Monologues."
Rigsby identifies herself
as someone who has "been a
witness to domestic violence
and am now proactively
working to stop it. Being in
volved in this production has
been my own therapy and will
be instrumental in other
women's lives, too. Women
will realize that they no longer
have to live in the shadows

and no longer have to think
that there's no way out. As I
realized, you can CHANGE
your situation; you CAN be
free; you CAN make a differ
ence."
Linda DeGroot, who holds
a B.A. in Women's Studies
from UAB, as well as a B.A.
in English and an M.A. in
education, also takes her in-

Eve Ensler, playwright of
"The
Vagina
Monolouges"
in
a
performance of "The
Vagina Monolouges."

volvement in UAH V-Day
activities very seriously. She,
too, is a survivor of abuse,
both in childhood and as an
adult.
"I personally become
stronger when I actively help
women. I have committed
myself to helping other
abused persons to succeed
in life. Reading 'The Vagina
Monologues' and participat
ing in V-Day activities makes
me feel stronger and that
strength is passed on."
She continues: "Women
should never have to endure
insults of any kind from a
boyfriend, lover, husband, or
any other man. I now know
to walk away at the first sign
of any kind of demeaning
behavior towards me, or any
hint that a man might be vio
lent. Violence always esca
lates, so a friendly shove or a
not-so-friendly teasing threat
can escalate to full-blown
violence."

Linda has worked as a VDay donations advocate and
will be in charge of lobby con
cessions for the February 14
production of "The Vagina
Monologues."
Dr. Rose Norman, Profes
sor of English and Women's
Studies, is the Faculty Spon
sor for UAH 2004 V-Day ac
tivities. Dr. Norman feels that
the on-campus performances
of "The Vagina Mono
logues" will be very signifi
cant events for the students
and the community. "The
play gets to the heart of what
makes women women, and
also what makes women so
often the targets of violence
and abuse. It uses the voices
of real women from many
walks of life, talking about the
forbidden body part that
makes them women and not
men. The vagina becomes a
metaphor for women's em
powerment. Through re
claiming the forbidden word,

the forbidden place, women
also reclaim their respect for
themselves and for all
women."
Playwright Eve Ensler
wrote "The Vagina Mono
logues" in 1998, as her re
sponse to the personal sto
ries of women around the
world who experience
gendered violence. Ms.
Ensler
subsequently
founded V-Day.org, a non
profit global organization that
works to raise awareness
about violence against
women and to fund violence
prevention efforts. She has
donated the rights to her play
for the benefit of organiza
tions that work to prevent
violence against women.
The play has been translated
into 25 languages and is per
formed throughout the world.
For more information,
visit the organizational
website
at
http://
www.vdav.org.

You've Got News
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I'll qualify

I won't

Get The Exponent
in your Inbox
Don't guess whether you qualify for the EITC. Know.
There's a lot to know about qualifying for the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC). You need lo work and earn less than $34,692. If you
have children, they must meet three qualifying tests. And thats

1.800.TAX.1040

just to name a few. But the most important thing to know is you can
get help figuring

Regster now on our website and automatically receive
an Email Edition of the paper with every new issue.

it all out. Visit us on the web. call 1-800-TAX-1040

or ask your tax preparer. When it comes to getting help claiming
everything you honestly deserve, consider it done.

Internal Revenue Service
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Sacred Harp Singing-Old Tradition Gains New Interest
By Jennifer Bonilla
Unless you've seen Cold
Mountain, you probably
never heard the songs of Sa
cred Harp. Nicole Kidman and
Jude Law spent two days
learning the Fa-Sol-La mu
sic, as Sacred Harp singers
sometimes call it. This is not
the sound of music Julie
Andrews taught her brood of
seven on a mountainside. It
is music that is learned by
singing shape notes that are
identified as Fa (triangle), Sol
(oval), La, (square), and Mi
(diamond).
Those who haven't heard
of Sacred Harp may ask,
"What is this music exactly?
What makes it different?
Where did it come from?
Why have I never heard it
before?"
There are no easy an
swers here.
"It's hard to explain to
everybody what the music is
until they hear it," says David
Ivey, a Huntsville resident.
Ivey was a key player in con
tributing the songs to the
soundtrack. Ivey's family ties
to Sacred Harp go back to the
late 1800's. His wife, Karen,
did not grow up singing it

but is now a pro along with
their children, Allison, 22, Ri
chard, 20, and Stuart, 17.
Sacred Harp singing was
developed as a system to
teach people to sing, which
is why gatherings are some
times called "singing
schools." Leaders "teach a
lesson" (i.e., lead the song).
In tune with the "school"
scene, everyone first "prac
tices" singing the notes in the
right key, which makes it
easier for new singers to
learn. Those who grew up
with Sacred Harp "practice"
as a way of keeping with tra
dition, even when they know
the songs by heart.
Sacred Harp's official
website, www.fasola.org, ex
plains the curious name, as
there is no harp or use of any
other instrument besides the
human voice. The Sacred
Harp is actually one of the
many hymn books from the
1800's, published in 1844 and
continuously updated since.
In the site's summation,
"Its repertoire of 550 4-part a
cappella hymns, odes, and
anthems is part of the foun
dation of a vibrant oral tradi
tion handed down since Co
lonial times and still practiced
at hundreds of annual sing

ing meetings, conventions,
and local singing groups
throughout the country."
The nearest Sacred Harp
Singing in the area, held at
Burritt Museum's little coun
try church, was actually
brought here by UAH, ac
cording to Ivey.
He said that in the early
'80s Dr. Royce Boyer, head
of the music department, ob
tained a grant to hold a fourday singing school at UAH.
He asked a married couple
from Sand Mountain to teach
it. Ivey was out of town on
business until the last night
but said they had a great turn
out - 50 to 60 people per ses
sion.
"As a result of that sing
ing school, some guys there
organized
monthly
singings," he said. Every
month they had one at differ
ent churches around town
until they began singing regu
larly at Highlands Methodist
Church. In 1985 they began
the first all-day singing at
Burritt Museum.
Huntsville singings are
now held the first Friday
night of February, April, Au
gust, and November at 7 p.m.
until 8:30 p.m.
Early in the movie, Ada

Monte Sano Observatory
Offers Sight for Students
By Craig Collins
It's only the beginning of
the semester for students,
but before you know it finals
will be here along with stress.
Deep within Monte Sano you
may find a place to relieve
some of that stress by gaz
ing at the heavens above or
gazing across rolling hills of
the valley. The Von Braun
Astronomical society, lo
cated within Monte Sano
State Park, runs shows for
students of all ages and to
those who want to learn
about the mysteries of the
Universe. So grab your bin
oculars, a star chart, and a red
flashlight and head on up to
the observatory.
Not only are there look
out points, but there are trails
you may want to check out
on the way up the mountain.
The Huntsville Land Trust
owns some miles of trails and
an abandoned lime stone
mine that is worth exploring.
If you have enough time,
when you enter Monte Sano
State Park you might want to
check out the 2,340 acres of
trails. They have large stone
cuts and numerous caves
that might be worth your time.
Do not be surprised if you

On your way up to the observatory you may find some
interesting look out points. It's not the Grand Canyon, but
it's the best Huntsville has to offer. There are a few
interesting stops along the way up to the observatory.
stumble upon some fossils
along the way, the plateau of
the mountain is 400 million
years old. Kent Wilborn,
manager of MonteSano State
Park, explains what the park
offers.
"We have many trails with
some amazing fossils....we
also have caves which
people can explore....cliffs
which have great look-out
points."
While you are in the state
park you can find the obser
vatory on the back end of the
park off of Nolan Ave. It is a
hidden road so look out for
signs, it will be on your left.
Do not worry about a tele

scope, the observatory al
ready has telescopes on
hand. For you history buffs
out there, they have an origi
nal telescope used by Dr.
Wernher Von Braun.
The astronomical society
runs shows in their plan
etarium Saturday nights and
it is $ 3.00 for adults, $2.00 for
children 6-11, and children 5
and under are free. If you
wish to skip the planetarium
show, it is no charge to look
through the telescopes. So
if you are looking to get away
for a Saturday night look up
to the stars in the sky.

Do you need money for school?
Who doesn't.
Find scholarships online at www.11ahexponent.com

(Kidman) and Inman (Law)
are in church singing "I'm
Going Home," along with the
rest of the congregation,
when news of the Civil War
breaks. Even though the au
dience" sees the "congrega
tion" singing, what's played
is the Liberty Church record
ing with Kidman and Law's
voices added to it.
(If you still need convinc
ing that Nicole Kidman can
really sing, Ivey stood two
people over from her at the
recording of the A&E spe
cial, 'The Words and Music
of Cold Mountain." He said,
"She was singing. I mean she
knew [the notes], she remem
bered them. She's a treble.")
Recently someone asked
Ivey if he thought the sing
ing was "pretty."
"I knew what they were
asking," Ivey said, "What
they meant is this 'pretty' in
a sort of delicate, sorta sweet
type of way - like you might
hear in a choir, and it's not in
that way, but to us, yeah, it's
a pretty song."
He confirms that it's more
of the feeling you get when
singing instead of merely lis
tening to it, "Most people
say it's powerful, it's strong,
you got strong harmony.

people sing it with a lot of
feeling."
Sacred Harp "was practi
cally used in every church in
the late 1800's," Ivey says. He
explains that since the music
has grown in popularity
throughout the country,
"while some of the folks may
not have grown up in this that
are Christian, they still re
spect the tradition and I think
they look for their own mean
ing in the words."
Ivey also says that, "to
some degree, (Cold Moun
tain) has raised the aware
ness, which a lot of times
people think it's old-timey.
The fact that it's been in a
Hollywood movie sort of
made it cool - especially with
the younger people."
If there's a question of
what age group the music at
tracts, Ivey's children might
illustrate that Sacred Harp is
ageless. Stuart, a junior at
Grissom High School, takes
turns leading songs and at
tends singings with his fam
ily regularly.
Richard, a sophomore at
Auburn University, majoring
in Industrial and Systems
Engineering, recently trav
eled to Daytona to attend
umpire's school. In his free

time he drove two hours to
the nearest singing.
Allison, a first-year grad
student in the Doctor of Audiology program at Auburn,
recently started a singing in
the college town. She orga
nized, advertised, and started
the singing at St. Dodson's
Episcopal Church. After
many months of promoting
and preparation, she held the
first Sacred Harp Singing in
Auburn on January 15,2004.
Ivey said that many singers
drove far distances to sup
port Allison. He emphasizes
the older generation's deep
commitment to helping out
the "young folks" so the
music isn't lost.
Ivey expects it will "get
somewhat of a little boost.
There's gonna be people
who've never heard this be
fore and say, 'I want to do
this too.'"
Those interested are in
vited to attend any of the
Sacred Harp singings. The
next local singing will be Fri
day, April 2 at Burritt Museum
at 7 p.m. For more details and
a comprehensive look at Sa
Harp,
visit
cred
www.fasola.org.
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Charger
Sportsline

A BRIEF UPDATE ON UAH ATHLETICS

Hockey Loses and Ties at #3 Maine

Hockey
February 6 Maine L 1-0
February 7 Maine T 2-2
Upcoming Games:
February 12 Niagara 7:05 p.m. (Home)
February 13 Niagara 5:35 p.m. (Home)

Sports Writer
' Facing the 3rd best team
in the nation, the UAH
Chargers more than held their
own against Maine.

Men's Basketball

Maine 1, UAH 0 (Febru
ary 6)

February 3 Ha. Gulf Coast L 82-71
February 7 West Ala W 73-55
February 9 Montevallo L 73-71
Upcoming Games:
February 14 Valdosta St. (Away) 6:30 p.m.
February 16 West Ha (Away) 7:30 p.m.

In front of an impressive
crowd of 5,395 at the Alfond
Arena in Orono, Maine, the
UAH Chargers looked to be
outmatched against the
Maine Black Bears.
The UAH offense had a
difficult time against the
Black Bears, achieving only
16 shots on goal.
However, UAH's defense
rose to the occasion, holding
Maine to only 1 goal.
Maine's Mike Lundin was
credited with the game's only
score, a power play goal, at
14:07 in the first period. De
spite taking the loss, UAH
goaltender Scott Munroe
played an impressive game,
with 35 saves.
UAH 2, Maine 2 T (Feb

Softball
Upcoming Games:
February 13 Brescia (DH) 2 p.m.
February 15 Martin Methodist (Away) 1 p.m.

Women's Basketball

I

ruary 7)

By Chris Karigan

February 7 West Ala L 73-71
February 9 Montevallo W 65-62
Upcoming Games:
February 14 Valdosta St. (Away) 4:30 p.m.
February 16 West Fla (Away) 5:30 p.m.

After proving that they
could compete with the
Maine Black Bears on Friday
night, the Chargers were
ready to make a much bigger
|
statement.
^
Todd Jackson of Maine §
took the lead at 16:53 in the tfirst period on a five-on-three ^
power play. UAH would an- £
swer early in the second period when Jeremy Schreiber
scored a power play goal at
5:23 in the second period,
with help from Jared Ross.
The Black Bears would
quickly fire back at 6:06 in the
second period, when Todd
Jackson scored his second
goal of the night.
UAH headed to the locker
room after the second period,
down 2-1.
The Chargers would take
the ice and quickly mount the
offensive,
as
Brett
McConnachie scored the
third power play goal of the
game at 2:55 in the third period with assists to Doug

CKESTWO ID

The UAH chargers hockey team played impressively
against the nationally ranked Maine squad this past
weekend.

Watkins and Shaun Arvai.
Both teams would try to
score the game winning goal,
but would come up short.
After a five-minute overtime
period with no score, the
game was ruled a tie.
UAH goaltender Adam
MacLean had a very impressive performance with 44
saves. With the tie, the
Chargers headed home with
a record of (9-10-3), but
proved they could play with
the best by holding the 3rd
ranked Black Bears to only 3
goals over two games.

UAH next faces CHA rival Niagara at home on February 12 and 13 at the Von
Braun Center. Game time is
at 7:05 pm on Thursday, and
at 5:35 pm on Friday,
Thursday's game will be
broadcast live on ESPN 1450
AM radio, and Friday's game
will be available on
Eyecentric.com. As always,
games are free to students
(with ID), so be sure to make
your way down to the VBC
and support our Chargers!

UAH Basketball has Partial Success

Track and Field
Upcoming Meet:
Tiger Indoor Invitational (Sewanee, TN)

By Ronak Patel
Sports Editor

Baseball
February 6 Lynn W 12-4
February 7 North Fla. W 7-5
February 8 Nova W 7-4
Upcoming Games:
February 20 Martin Methodist (DH: Home) 1:00
p.m.
February 21 Freed Hardeman (DH: Home)
1:00 p.m.

UAH 65, Montevallo 62 F
(February 9)
Before Monday night's
game against Gulf South Con
ference Rival Montevallo, the
UAH Lady Chargers basket
ball team played against
West Alabama this past Sat
urday, but they came up on
the short end of a 73-71 con
test as they faltered down the
stretch and stumbled away a

lead.
History was not repeated
at Spragins Hall two nights
later. The ladies learned their
lesson and held on to defeat
Montevallo 65-62 before 740
in attendance.
"This game was very simi
lar to the other day (West
Alabama game)," said
women's head coach Jeff
Keller after the contest. "But
we played tough down the
stretch and maintained our
composure."

Spring Break In Panama City Beach, Florida!
Beach Rciort & Conference Center

World's Longest Keg Party
Live Band & DJ • Wet T-Shirt,
Hard Body & Venus Swim wear Contests
800 feet of Gulf Beoch Frontage • 2 Large Outdoor Swimming Pools
Sailboat, Jet Ski & Parasall Rentals lazy River Ride 4 Water Slide
Huge Beachfront Hot Tub • Volleyball • Suites up to 12 people

BOOK EARLY _

Wonu> FAUOUS

800.488.8828 • www.sandpjperbeacon.com

Jessica Russell led the
way for UAH with 19 points
while Kellye Barr poured in
18 big points off the bench.
Coach Keller was extremely
proud of Barr'splay.
"Kellye (Barr) played re
ally well tonight," said Keller.
"She's been up and down re
cently, but she came through
for us in a big way tonight."
Coach also had kind
words to say about their
shooting wizard. "Jessica is
a shooter, plain and simple,"
said Keller. "She has unbe
lievable range on her jump
shot and that really helps to
create open looks down low."
Another key contributor
in the game was backup point
guard Jenna Whisenant. The
freshman came on for start
ing point guard Abby Fan
ning when she got into foul
trouble and hit three big
three-point shots.
"Whisenant played solid
minutes off the bench and
provided a huge spark," said
Keller.
Montevallo 73, UAH 71 F
(February 9)
Montevallo's 5-9 point
guard Rashien Little scored
only two points in the entire
game. But those two points
came with 3.3 seconds left as
Montevallo upended UAH
73-71 before a packed and
frenzied crowd of 955 inside
Spragins Hall and thus spoil
ing the big night by Zach

Carpenter of UAH.
"This was a huge road
win for our team," said
Montevallo head coach
Danny Young after the game.
"UAH has a solid team and
coach (Lennie) Acuff pre
pared his team well for
tonight's game."
With the game tied 71-all
in the closing stages of the
game, Little drove past
UAH's Kyle Copeland for the
game's winning basket.
Carpenter's three point
prayer at the buzzer would fall
short. Despite the miss at the
buzzer. Carpenter played per
haps his best all-around game
in a Charger uniform.
The 6'8 senior amassed a
triple double- 19 points, 10
rebounds and a career high
11 assists.
"Zach's a competitor and
our best player," UAH Assis
tant coach Mark Price said
after the game.
The loss dropped UAH's
record to 12-10 overall and 45 in the Gulf South Confer
ence.
UAH will look to bounce
back on the road as they take
on Valdosta State on Febru
ary 14 and West Florida on
February 16.
"We play well on the
road, it's going to be inter
esting to see how things
shake up for us in the com
ing week," said Price.
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By Ronak Patel
Sports Editor
I was under the assump
tion that I would follow my
ordinary path this week for
the sports section of the Ex
ponent. The mundane path is
as follows: watch the men's
and women's basketball
teams, and write a recap of
the games that took place
within Spragins Hall.
But, as my fingers pound
word after word upon the
computer screen, a realization
hit me. Well, there is a story
to this sudden realization.
The story began this past
Friday afternoon as I was
having lunch with my friend
Mark McCarter, the esteemed
Huntsville Time Sports Col
umnist, inside Humphrey's
Bar and Grille. McCarter, un
aware of his acumen, was elo
quently painting a picture in-

side of my head and within
my heart about UAH athlet
ics.
McCarter's picture con
sisted of this: there is a place
in this city of Huntsville that
a college campus sits, and
where their athletics are first
class-in terms of quality, pres
tige, and honor.
This place McCarter refers
to include a couple of bas
ketball coaches named
Lennie Acuff, and Jeff Keller.
Then there are the assistantsMark Price, Andy Bradshaw,
and Beth Stewart-Stark.
In another place of this
cozy picture sits a soccer
coach named Tafadzwa
Ziyenge, who I know as "Lin
coln."
And in another place of
this picture sits volleyball
coach Laura Taube and her
assistant Joan Copeland.
Furthermore, there is a

corner designated Sports In
formation. This place in
cludes Antoine Bell, and
Jamie Gilliam.
Aside to the SID sits
Chad Ludwig, Michael
Altman, and Mike Logan.
And lastly, there is Mr. Jim
Harris to round out my pic
ture.
To those in the picture:
Thank you for showing this
Sports Editor that there are
good people in sports. Every
day, we see the news about
certain individuals within the
industry that is Sport act fool
ish and senseless. Take for
example one Bob Knight,
whose ways are growing tire
some to this Sports fan.
But the opposite holds
true for the ones in the pic
ture. Thank you for showing
me that there is still some
thing innocent about sports.
The innocent is something

that is missing today in the
sports world, but it is good
to know that we have it here
inside Spragins Hall.
And for those within the
Athletics office I did not
mention above, it's nothing
personal. It is just that these
are the guys I come in most
contact with. For the others,
I'm sure that all of you guys
exhibit the same attributes
that those in the picture. And
to you guys, I look forward
to meeting at some point in
the future.
Oh yeah, as for the bas
ketball games, the ladies
dropped a heartbreaker to
West Alabama 73-71 while the
men cruised past the men's
version of West Alabama.
Just thought I would add
a little bit of the ordinary into
the mix.

Three Cheers for the Boys in Blue
By Heather Evans
Sports Writer
The 16th ranked UAH
Chargers Baseball team
started out the 2004 baseball
season in an awe-inspiring
manner. This past weekend
the "Boys in Blue" traveled
down to Jacksonville, Florida
to deliver a perfect 3 and 0

performance in the Louisville
Slugger/TPX Division II
Challenge.
UAH was led into the
tournament by their eight se
niors, who each contributed
to the Chargers powerful sea
son opening success and by
David Keel, who begins his
second season as the
Charger Head Coach.

UAH 12, Lynn 4 F (Febru
ary 6)
The Chargers first win of
the tournament was led by
the pitching of senior hurler
Kyle Olson, who struck out
four of the sixteen batters he
faced while only giving up
one hit and walking one bat
ter.
Trai Meadows, Troy

Mitchell, and Ben Pettinger
collectively struck out an
other four batters for the
Chargers.
At the plate the Charg
ers stacked up 15 hits in only
36 at bats. Key offensive
players were senior catcher
Morgan Morgan, whose
three hits knocked in three

EVANS on page 19

Second Registration: Feb 9-16 2004
For sports listed below
You can find registration forms at CCRH, NCRH, and the University Center lobbies.
Fill out the form and place it in the drop box at those locations or return your form to Spragins Hall
outside room 208 by Feb 16
You can also go on online @ www.uah.edu/intramural and submit the form from there
(Saturdays)
Captain's Meeting: Feb. 19 @ 5:30 PM
Game Dates: Feb. 21,28; Mar. 6,13, Apr. 3 Tournament: Apr. 10
At Just for Kicks

(Sunday)
Organizational Meeting: Mar. 14 @ 11:00 AM in front of UFC
Tournament: Mar. 14

(Sunday)
Organizational Meeting:
Apr. 4 @ 1:00 PM
By Alumni House/Disc Golf Hole 1
Tournament: Apr. 4

*(Saturdav)
Tournament Sat. Apr. 24
@ Sunset Landing by Huntsville Airport
Warm-up 10:00 AM
Groupings & Tee Times Meeting 10:30AM
Tee Off 11:00 AM

(Sunday)
Organizational Meeting: Apr. 18 @ 12:00 PM
Outside the University Fitness Center
Tournament: Apr. 18
Intramurals will pay $11 of the green fees. Students pay the S24 balance at time of registration. This fee
includes Cart, Green fees and range balls.

By Jennifer Boniiia
Sports Columnist

The Semantics of NASCAR
I understand football. I understand basketball and
baseball. I understand boxing, wrestling, and karate.
I do NOT understand the sport of automobile rac
ing, the highly dangerous but wildly popular phe
nomenon.
I understand that the cars are trying to race each
other to see who gets to the end in the quickest time.
That's fine, but what about the track?
What evil person came up with the idea to make
the track round, with tight curves, so the drivers can
put themselves in more of a hazardous condition than
they are already in by driving 200 miles per hour?
Before last year, I only knew what I have described
above. While in the stage of a now-over relationship
where you must do everything together, I was taken
along to an all-guy racing cookout. I figured if I had
to be there, I might as well try to understand why
everyone loves it so darn much.
I finally figured it out.
Fans of NASCAR are not so much keeping track
of the laps as they are waiting for something crazy to
happen. Since we are talking about putting fifty or
more cars on a narrow, circular track, the chances of
something crazy happening are better than you hit
ting every red light when you're running late for class.
Fiery crashes and post-race fights are not spoken
wishes but when they occur, fans light up like Christ
mas trees. Of course there is genuine concern for the
poor driver involved in a five-car pile-up in turn two
but the actual display of this concern lasts, um, all of
five seconds. Then it is all about watching the graphic
replays in slow motion so they can study every de
tail and talk about it for days.
Crashes and fights are not the only thing fans like
about racing. Of course they have their favorite driv
ers, just like one would have a favorite football or
basketball team. But what is it that makes a driver
your "favorite?" Are they the fastest; or perhaps the
biggest winner, or the biggest loser? Is there an under-dog in racing? Is it how they handle themselves
in their private lives or on the track? Or is it how fast
the crew is when they have to change a tire?
Some questions every NASCAR fan should pon
der as they are gearing up for the many Sunday after
noons they will spend sitting in their recliner with a
case of Bud.
I do know one thing for sure - racing is not just
for rednecks anymore. Yes, I admit it. I used to be
ignorant and believe all the stereotyping I heard.
Not only do I know several different types of
people who get into races, I actually started becom
ing interested at the end of last season. And I am not
a redneck. (Or is becoming a fan of NASCAR a
person's official entry into "Redneckville"?)
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Spotlight

Entertainment

By Jorge Raub
Entertainment
Editor
raubj@email.uah.edu

A

Conspiracies, engineered events, and shocking mo
ments - no, I'm not talking about government cover-ups,
but Janet Jackson and what is now deemed "Boobgate."
The boob that has launched a thousand news seg
ments, newspaper pieces, and calls from angry Super Bowl
fans could not miss its moment here in my spotlight.
How amusing (and sad) is it that some publicity stunt
(and that's what it was) by a pop star causes such a stir
that it takes airtime away from more newsworthy issues.
Oh, wait, this is America and every time any sort of celeb
rity, neo-celebrity, pseudo-celebrity,or faux celebrity does
something deemed "shocking" (or outrageous, or appall
ing, etc.) it makes national headlines.
I am certain the Europeans (and the Australians, too)
are all getting a kick out of this one. I mean, after all, it was
just a little flash of bare skin and the FCC is foaming at
the mouth.
We should all be a little more Continental in our think
ing. So what, right?
A Knoxville woman is even suing on behalf of all
Americans who watched the event and claims that Jack
son, Timberlake, MTV, and CBS owe punitive damages
that could add up to the combined revenues of all the
defendants over the past three years.
Sure, it was done in bad taste. If bad taste is such a
crime, who among us hasn't been guilty of it at one time?
However, I suppose this was bad taste served up to
140 million viewers in America. Naughty, naughty! Or
should I say "Call her Miss Jackson, if you're nasty."
My only problem with the Janet-Justin performance
was equity. Janet should have ripped off some article of
Justin's clothing. Perhaps he could have worn a nipple
shield to match hers?
Now, if you'll allow me a moment to put things into
perspective here - a friend of mine had a pretty valid
point that I can't easily dismiss. Here's a little food for
thought.
The Super Bowl is an event, practically a national
friggin' holiday, that is hyped up for weeks leading up to
it. Advertisers spend millions to get a 30-second ad placed
during its airing.
The Super Bowl is an event, which contains a whole
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Girl with a Pear! Earring Is a Gem
By Alyce Hothem
Movie Reviewer
Girl with a Pearl Earring
is a beautiful, wistful drama
that is aesthetically pleasing
but definitely not a film for
everyone in the college
crowd.
The film is based upon the
novel by Tracy Chevalier that
traces a fictional encounter
between the renowned
painter Jan Vermeer and a
maid who becomes his artis
tic muse and inspiration.
Vermeer (Colin Firth) is a re
clusive, almost creepy man
who paints alone upstairs in
his studio. He is prone to fits
of rage and violence and his
wife will not even step foot
into his studio. The young
maid,
Griet
(Scarlett
Johansson), has a deep love
of art and is fascinated by
Vermeer's studio as she
cleans it.
Vermeer's patron is a
loathsome man named Van
Ruijven (played by Tom
Wilkinson) who quickly be
comes enamored with Griet,
even making a violent pass
at her one afternoon. He re
quests a painting of Griet for
his own personal collection.
Vermeer's hawkish mother-inlaw insists upon the completion of such a painting to

Carlos Miguel Prk-to conducting
these HSO performances

Saturday, February 14
VBC Concert Hall • 7:30 PM
uuenthwn. C»*«rl M Wig* h.ll pm

Sunday, February 15
VBC Concert Hall • 3:00 PM
Utots o«Mom iw MMn MX tomm

mm vtrat

Saturday, February 21
Trinity United Methodist Church • 7:30 PM
M V WW" arcMM lt»!unnj fkmuiBran awn

call for details.

phony Orchestra
-4819 £•«' • Hso<2>hh#aay.n<t • wwwJiso.org

Scarlett Johansson and Colin Firth in Girt with the Peari
Earring

many European influenced
and produced films; it is all
about the emotion, the subtle
nuances, what isn't said
rather than what is. The film
focuses a great deal on the
art of painting and the art of
cinema. The detail of the dayto-day life and work of a
painter gets to be a bit tedious
as the film progresses. The
ending to the film does not
really provide any resolution;
it only bewilders the viewer
and offers few answers.

Girl with a Pearl Earring
is, nevertheless, a superb film
in terms of its attention to
detail and for what it does to
advance the art of film. The
movie is magnificently
shot—every frame is beauti
ful. One of the most striking
characteristics of Vermeer's
paintings was his under-

standing of the interplay be
tween light and shadow. The
cinematographer, director,
and other film staff have
done a splendid job of repli
cating this beauty. It is fit
ting that Vermeer teaches
Griet about the importance of
light and color in one gentle
scene. The resplendence and
light of each Vermeer paint
ing is echoed in each and
every frame of this film. Fit
tingly, the film is nominated
for an Oscar in both cinema
tography and art direction.
On the whole, Girl with a
Pearl Earring will not appeal
to a great deal of college stu
dents. The film lacks a lot of
plot action and is relatively
low-key in its entirety. It is
strong, however, on visual
beauty and cinematic grace.
(PG-13,95 minutes) B

Thin Line between Love and Hate
By Shonneky
Langham
Literary Critic

February 1 4 - 2 1 , 2 0 0 4

pacify Vermeer's patron so
that he can feed his ever
growing family. Griet's por
trait, however, must be kept
secret from Vermeer's wife,
the caustic and often frantic
Catharina (Essie Davis). The
film traces the growing friend
ship between Vermeer and
young Griet and the conse
quences therein.
Scarlett Johansson is
stunningly similar to the girl
in the famous painting by
Vermeer. Once she dons the
blue head scarf and single
pearl earring, the likeness is
undeniable. Other than her
physical resemblance to the
subject of the famous paint
ing of centuries ago, there is
nothing remarkable about
Johansson's performance.
She is surrounded by tal
ented actors as well, yet they
are not able to shine here.
The characters of Vermeer's
wife and daughter Cornelia
are absolutely grating, but
they could have been played
by anyone. Only Tom
Wilkinson stands apart from
the group; his portrayal of the
fiendish and slimy patron is
frighteningly believable.
To be honest, on the sur
face level, this film seems
quite boring and lacks any
real plot movement. It follows the same mold as' so

Have you ever read a book
by an author who was wildly
celebrated as one of the best
writers ever, only to find that
their writing leaves you com
pletely unaffected and won
dering what all the hoopla is
about?
Well, Toni Morrison is not
one of those writers. Her
newest novel entitled Love
has left my brain spinning. All
I can say is wow! Morrison
definitely deserves the Nobel
and Pulitzer prizes that her
work has received.
Love is a hard book to re
view only in that the book has
so many twists and turns that
mentioning even the charac
ters names and their connec
tions to each other would
give away information that is
vital to the plot.
I can say that the main
characters of the book are
women with a unique, intense
tie to each other. The tie that
binds these ladies comes in
the form of a man named Bill

Cosey. Heed and Christine
Cosey are the two who are
most closely connected with
the debonair playboy.
Bill Cosey is the owner of
an extremely successful re
sort nestled in a tiny coastal
town. The beach serves as a
luscious backdrop and a play
ground to an affluent clien
tele.
Because of the income his
resort creates, the towns
people revere Bill Cosey and
by association, the women
involved with him. Because
of their respective relation
ships with Cosey the women
have formed a bond that has
crystallized into obsessive
hatred between the two of
them... or has it?
In walks Junior Viviane,
"call me June," a could-be
relative with a shady past and
a hidden agenda. She is hired
to be Heed's eyes and ears
and accomplice in a house
hold that Heed feels is con
spiring against her but it may
be that Junior holds the trump
card in a battle of wills that
could bring the whole house
of cards crumbling down.

Sounds juicy doesn't it? You
don't know the half.
Morrison is excellent at
writing prose that is evoca
tive and lush. She never
wastes her words. Each page
is significant and to sleep on
any word of Morrison's work
is to miss something tense,
exciting, or sensual. Pay at
tention to the words
Morrison uses to describe a
languorous, post-coital dive
into a tide-ravaged sea:
I remember that arc better
than
I
remember
yesterday...Finally she sur
faced and I breathed again
watching her swim back to
shallow water.. .Her hair, flat
when she went in, rose up
slowly and took on the shape
of the clouds dragging the
moon.
This book is filled with
images that are sexy, and it's
not gratuitous sexuality. The
sex has a darker purpose; it
makes the story edgier. It in
troduces the notion of the
dark side of obsession and
how far we "civilized" hu
mans will go to indulge the id
and its uncontrollable de

mands.
I discovered with this
book that Morrison's work
has evolved. Her work has
always been deep, complex
works meant to shock her
audience. Reading her previ
ous works felt like a Lit class
assignment that I wasn't par
ticularly jazzed about doing.
The heaviness of the subject
matter in books like Beloved
and Sula was overwhelming.
' Time and maturity has
mellowed my perspective but
it
hasn't
mellowed
Morrison's ability to tell it like
it is. Morrison's writing isstill
sharp but now it's more like a
knife that has been purposely
blunted, seemingly less dan
gerous than its predecessor.
And we all know a blunt knife
is much more dangerous.
This book doesn't disap
point the people who have
loved previous works of Toni
Morrison. She still manages
to inform and incite her audi
ence.
This time however she
shines a bright light on the
nature of love in all its forms.
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Todd Snider Packs Out Crossroads
with an acoustic guitar and
sometimes a harmonica sing
On the night of Saturday ing songs with witty, funny
February 7, Huntsville's and oftentimes dark lyrics.
Crossroads Cafe was host to His most notable songs were
a unique musical phenom "Betty was Black and Willy
enon. The house was packed was White" and the uproari
for the type of sit down show ous "I Can't Believe I Miss
that has not happened in a Ronald Reagan".
long time at Crossroads. In a
The stage was then set
club that normally has a for Todd Snider to pick up his
dance araa in front of the guitar and harmonica. He
stage, folding chairs had immediately launched into a
been carefully arranged into new song called "Old Timer,"
neat rows on that floor. In a lamenting his late thirtynight of cold temperatures something age and the fact
and big flake snow flurries, that because of his lifestyle
people came in droves from he expected to be dead by
all over the area, some from now. Contrary to the dark
as far away at Kentucky, just lyrics, the song was actually
to see the show.
pretty funny. The next song
The singer-songwriter was called "Long Year," a
Todd Snider was in town to deeply personal song written
play fresh from a show in Bir about alcoholism and AA
mingham the night before meetings.
with Tommy Womack warm
Just before the third song
ing up the crowd with about of the set, he launched into
ten songs. "Todd's a true the first of his many
genius," said Tommy storytelling segments of the
Womack after his second show. Well known for these
song, "I may only have a half stories. Snider always starts
dozen great songs to perform his shows telling the crowd
tonight while Todd has a that he sometimes "goes on
couple dozen." Womack like this for as many as 18
played for about 40 minutes minutes in between each

By David Hewitt

song." Snider has a very
witty sense of humor and is
always making the audience
laugh with these stories. This
night was filled with humor
ous
stories
about
songwriting, beer drinking,
ex-girlfriends, jobless musi
cians, and his hometown of
Portland, Oregon.
Todd Snider has built up
a very loyal following over
the years, recording six al
bums along the way starting
with 1994's "Songs for the
Daily Planet." Todd's fans
own most of his albums and
can sing every lyric of every
song, and this show was no
different. For just about ev
ery song of the set, nearly the
whole crowd sang along
boisterously with Snider play
ing them in such a way that
they would finish his lines for
him.
A few songs into the
show he asked the audience
for requests and was quickly
met with a loud and diverse
offering of titles. Songs like
"Horseshoe Lake" about not
wanting to go to work and
going fishing instead, "Easy
Money," "Back to the Cross-

Monologues Are to Inspire
By Jorge J. Raub
Entertainment Editor
V-Day weekend will finally
arrive with the eagerly antici
pated performances of Eve
Ensler's The Vagina Mono
logues on Saturday at 7:30
pm and Sunday at 2:30 pm at
Chan Auditorium.
"The play covers a wide
range of women's issues
from coming of age, to the
horrible reality of rape as a
type of war, to sexual experi
ences with men and women,
to the atrocious acts of vio
lence against women in
Baghdad, Juarez, and
Islamabad," said Katrina
Fomich, V-Day campus orga
nizer.
When asked how she
would describe the play and
what it is about, V-Day vol
unteer Rachael Wise summed
it up in two words:"women's
empowerment."
"The play consists of
monologues [playwright]
Eve Ensler collected from
women from around the
world," Wise continued.
The UAH performances
will contain seventeen mono
logues, including two op
tional monologues not al
ways presented during per
formances.
The title of the play was
chosen to hopefully derail
peoples' problems with word
choice, speaking about
women's issues, and. well,
their vaginas.
"Taking back the wordsthat language and the experi
ences - that have oppressed
women over the years, to

teach women that it is ok to
talk about these things,"
Wise added.
"It's such a complex com
bination of things it's hard to
describe," said Amber
Underwood, V-Day volun
teer, when asked for her
thoughts on the play.
"I think the most import
aspect of the V-Day move
ment, in Huntsville and oth
erwise, is to create dialogue,"
stated Fomich. "Some people
know and love The Vagina
Monologues. Some people
protest it solely on its title.
And there's every opinion in

and girls.
An art display showcas
ing women-positive work
from students, faculty, and
local artists has been running
this week in the UC Gallery.
Some of the pieces will be
available for bidding during
the silent auction.
Tickets are$5 for students
and $12 for adults.
On Friday, from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. students can purchase
their tickets in the Morton
Hall lobby. Tickets are also
available in the UC.

power.
"You have to just see it
for yourself," concluded
Underwood in summing up
the seemingly indescribable
experience that is The Vagina
Monologues.
Saturday's performance
will be preceded by a silent
auction at 6:30 pm in the
lobby of Chan Auditorium.
Proceeds will benefit the Cri
sis Center of North Alabama
as part of the V-Day College
Campaign, which raises
money and awareness to
stop violence against women
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GOLDEN
OPPORTUNITIES
Calendar of Events for the City of Huntsville
Friday-Saturday February 13-14
Renaissance Theatre presents: Always...Patsy
dine. Valentine's dinner theatre on the 13lh & 14"' at
6:45 p.m. Showtime is 8 p.m. Admission is $18; with
dinner, $35. Call 536-3434 or 536-3117 for reserva
tions.

Saturday-Sunday February 14-15
V-Day: "The Vagina Monologues" at 7:30 p.m. on
Saturday and 2:30 p.m. on Sunday in Chan Audito
rium. Tickets are $ 10. A V-Day silent auction fundraiser
will be held at 6:30 p.m. Tickets on sale at the UC Info
Desk.

Saturday February 14

Times valid
1.15.03 through 1.22.03

Big Fish (R) 1:00 4:00
7:00 9:45
Barbershop 2 (PG13)1:15 4:15 7:05
9:45
Cheaper By The
Dozen (PG) 1:30 4:00
7:00 9:20
Coid Mountain (R)
1:00 4:30 815
Return of the King
(PG-13J 1:00 4:30
Mona Lisa Smile (PG13)4:15 9:45

Lowe Mill presents: St. Valentine's Ball featuring
Bytchwater (post-modern, mythological rock with a
taste for the bizarre), artax, JennySue, and Counter
clockwise

Tuesday February17
International Clubs Mixer: NRCH Great Room at
7:30 p.m. No admission.

Wednesday February18
ACE presents: Movie Night; Love Actually, in
the UC Exhibit Hall at 9 p.m. Admission is free.

Thursday February 19
UAH Distinguished Speaker Series/Department
of Sociology present: "Why Americans Still Don't
Vote," Dr. Frances Fox Pavin, City University of New
York, in the UC Exhibit Hall at 7 p.m. Admission is
free.

Through March 17
Now accepting applications for Limestone Dust
Poetry Festival. For more information, go to http://
www.limestonedustpoetry.org or call (256)428-8300.

Paych«:k^PG-13)
Peter Pan (PG) 1:15
4:10 7:10
The Big Bounce (PG)
1:00 3:10 5:10
7:15 9:40
The Last Samurai (R)
1:45 4:45 8:15
The Master and
Commander (PG-13
1:00 4:00 7:00 9:3C
Lost In Translation
(R) 1:30 4:30 7:15
9:30

MusicEVENTS

Music Events for the City of Huntsville
Thursday

Crossroads - Adelayda
Flying Monkey - Alabama Jihad, The Pink Spiders,
Casio Cassanova, The Letters Organize
Furniture Factory - Dan Hardin

Friday

TopTen Singles

between."
According to an inter
view with Eve Ensler in the
Metro Times Detroit, Ensler's
aim, with Monologues, was
"to foster real change." She
believes language is a good
start.
With The Vagina Mono
logues, the audience is privy
to a wide range of women's
stories from a variety of per
spectives - all presented to
enlighten, entertain, and em

roads" in honor of the bar,
"Alright Guy," and "Vinyl
Records" were all played from
requests in the audience.
Snider sometimes ends
his songs by launching into
other well-known songs with

TopTen Movies
1. Barbershop 2
2. Miracle
3. You Got Served
4. Along Came Polly
5. Butterfly Effect
6. Catch That Kid
7. The Return of the King
8. Monster
9. Mystic River
10. Cold Mountain

1. "The Way You Move"
Outkast
2. "Slow Jamz" Twista
3. "Hey Ya!" Outkast
4. "Yeah" Usher
5. "You Don't Know My
Name" Alicia Keys
6. "Me, Myself & I" Beyonce
7. "Someday" Nickelback
8. "Hotel" Cassidy
9. "Salt Shaker" Ying Yang
Twins
10. "Here Without You" 3
Doors Down

Top Ten Hits from !
www.billboard.com j
Top Ten Movies from
www.imdb.com

Benchwarmer - 5ive O'clock Charlie
Crossroads - Eyes Around & Lynum
Furniture Factory - The Scratch Band
Sammy T's - RadioDaze
Tavern under the Square - Chad Reeves

Saturday
Humphrey's - Short Bus
Lowe Mill - Bytchwater, artax, Counter-Clockwise,
JennySue

Sunday
Crossroads - Movie Night
Humphrey's - The Dog & Pony Show
Kaffeeklatsch - Blues Jam
Tavern under the Square - Ant & Andrew

Monday
Humphrey's - Dan Hardin
Tavern under the Square - Lacey Atchison

Ihesday
The Corner - Scott Morgan
Humprey's - Tom Cremcens
Kaffeeklatsch - Microwave I
Tavern under the Square - b

Shop

Wednesday
13" Muse meets in Morton Hall on the 3rd Floor Philosophy
Seminar Room every Thursday night at 9 p.m. and is open
for participating students of all scholarly disciplines.

The Corner - Marjorie Lovejoy
Furniture Factory - Big Daddy Kingfish

L
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Digital Love
By Jeff Cotton

My fingers went to typing.

Listen to me brothers, sisters

My words shot out like lightening,

If you can don't break a whisper

And in three days arrived response professing:
'Thank you sir, for your kind letter.

Searching for a valued lover.

Never have I felt so flattered.

But reality had never seemed to come my way.

Let the following attachment speak a thou

Until one eve while I was browsing
Through selections most arousing.
Appearing most naturally, yet miles away.

Insov

By Allison Dolloff
To the one 1 love,

But inst—,

j

Not knowing what you're
dreaming

I watch him, I feel his peace,
I study the features of his face.
Gently, softly touching his body,
Waiting to feel his strong embrace.

A thousand words, a thousands strokes.
And from my loins my passions spoke,

My heart won't let me sleep

It happened that while I was clicking,

1 felt 1 must return the favor that same day.

My brain says "You better go.

A pair of eyes sent my heart ticking,

But while by words can work much magic,

My eyes are sinking in deep

Never had 1 seen a beauty quite like this!

I felt my image somewhat... tragic,

My thinking getting slow

Quickly I endeavored.

So I sent her several pictures of a man well made.

So casually and clever.

But I was foolish in my selection!

So I feed the need for alertness

To acquire some affections from this young, fair maid.

What she received was Ricky Martin,

A single cup of tea

Unattained when her approval,

I really can't describe this

My heart left in dismay.

This feeling inside me

A sudden sound comes from his parted lips
As his body jerks into a quieter sleep.
His soul lets go of the turmoil of life.
I watch him fade into a rest bat goes deep.

,

So I've come to this conclusion

So I'll continue searching for the one that I'll adore.

In a sudden heap

Though if you're hoping for a lover.

You are my INSOMNIA

Who has made mistakes like any other

Keeping me from sleep

I thought that, I didn't know what to say, but now I

cost. I want to be a part of your life forever and ever, but most of all, I want you to

do

be happy and totally in obedience to our Heavenly Father.

from your hardships. You seek to learn something new

I feel a part of this place.
I feel the pain leave his body

God's perfect time.
You are amazing... I love you.

with every new person you meet and every situation
4,h

you encounter.
It's amazing to me how you love me no matter

place - won "A New Attitude" gift certificate, a calendar courtesy of Chik-

fil-A, and a dozen Krispy Kreme doughnuts.

what I do or say. You lift me up when I'm in tears and
you help me to grow from my mistakes. You always

(connect to his spirit,

It's amazing to me how we met and didn't think anything of each other until

lt's amazing to me how you never fail to grow

tell me I'm beautiful and you make me believe that my

I've learned my lesson, but not in time.
To make that goddess so divine,

It's amazing to me how you want God's will for your life no matter the

His heart rests and sets him free
To a place where he can just he....

that my skin is the softest you've ever felt. How can yourembrace make me feel so
protected and loved?

told you that you were amazing. When you asked why

I feel close to the place he has gone.
From all the pain and hardship of his world.

ft's amazing to me how you never tire of holding my hand and telling me

jjjg

You once asked why I loved you so much. I

Weather it's true or fake

sand words."

To The One I Love

By Jan
I shoulc

Let me tell you of a tale called Digital Love.
I was one like any other

By Joanne EskreLs
Ever so quiet and still
Like a river withouta bret

nose might actually be a pretty feature on my face.
It's amazing to me how little kids, especially little girls,
cling to you wherever you are. You never turn them
away, but instead you make them feel like they are the
neatest, funniest kids in the world.

I see the stress leave his face.

Keep an eye out for a special listed on E-bay:
"Up for auction, highest bidder,

3rd place - won gift certificate

can't go wrong, this one's a winner!

to "A New Attitude Salon," a

"Twenty-One year old seeks Digital Love.'

calendarcourtesy of Chik-fil-A, and

And though it may appear pathetic.

Klos Diamond Center

a dozen Krispy Kreme doughnuts.

Don't dismiss it till you've tried it,

4 9 2 5 University Drive, # 1 6 6
Huntsvilie, A l a b a m a 3 5 8 1 6
(256)837 4700

You may find there's nothing better
Than Digital Love
2"d place, won a gift certificate to Wildflower Bistro,
a calendar courtesy of Chik-fil-A, and a dozen Krispy
Kreme doughnuts.

*?c*te

at 7Zea&Ma(kc T^ttcu

600 Jordan Lane

A John

Mitchell<
Mitchell Signature Salon

Corner of Jordan & Holmes Avenue
Hours: Mon-Fri 11.-2; Mon-Thur 5-9; Fri & Sat

5-10

RESERVATIONS WELCOME

6594 Wall 5*01'
MadbonCUatlot"*
(256)325443#
www.kriipykremc.coni
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The Valentine's Day Ashes
By Katherine Crona
The ashes were pictures and poetry that I loved to share with him.
I wanted a final goodbye with him
And I thought burning the images and endearing words would suffice
In doing what my bruised heart cannot do.
A breeze was there that Valentine's Day when I let go of the ashes.
I detested the breeze for being there.
It blew the ashes against my face and my tears glued the ashes there.
I see he will shadow me forever.
It has been years since that attempt at saying goodbye to my dearest.
Though we haven't spoken but once since then.
The love we shared for years is there and follows me on my walk each day.
His bluest caring eyes are in the sky.
On those walks alone he is beside me with his bait and fishing pole.
I hear the creek rushing along side us.
The grass in the fields near the creek gently brushes my shoulders and legs.
One hand is secure in my love's free hand.
I come home to this cold reality that my life is without him.
He, still in person but not in person.
We are together but we are separate; he slid away from my love.
I intended to help him but I fell.
The fall was not so far because I found a tree to support my weight.
So I held on to him with all my strength
But he slipped and slid further into the darkness of the dizzy hole.
"Please, please don't leave me; I really need
you."
I wrote him poems of lasting love and all other happy feelings.
I thought I could help him out of his hole.
Dark place as it is I wished only to never see him there again.
He only went back time and time again.
Now I am engaged but not to the man I am supposed to marry.
Another Valentine's Day, gone to waste
In this land of uncertainty and hanging on to past memories.
Maybe he'll come back.. ..maybe he will not.

Untitled
By Jorge Raub
I slept to dream, and missed the call.
Awakened, I could not avoid the fall.
But in my dreams, I see such things.
That waking life just never brings.
Crystal spheres with celestial seams,
The stuff that only comes in dreams.
Things I long to give to you.
To touch, perhaps, or something true.
Walking along the street I pray.
The shadows cast their usual grey.
Hope for something more to find.
Still leaving me so far behind.
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Fantasy or Reality
My Heart

By Joanne Eskreis
Was it you...?
Were you the man there that night?
I just remember I could not give you a fight.
As I felt that sensitive kiss from your lips
It tasted so sweet.
Opening my eyes to find y ours,
Reaching out for your touch.
Lips to lips, soul to soul
Searching through the night, wanting you so much.

By Michael Bryan
My heart beats for you
My lungs breath for you
My mind thinks for you
My love is only for you
touch
My breath is caught in my chest
My love is only for you
This is what goes through my mind

I did not want to open my eyes
For fear it might come to an end.
I look through my tears to find my sensitive man.
Are you reality or fantasy?
^ j
Please don't wake me from this dream.
I walk through the streets searching in everyone's gaze,
Longing to find the man who brought me to that place.
Reality or Fantasy.. .whatever it may be,
I can't seem to set this man free.
Suddenly 1 feel a strong hand grab mine.
As I turned our eyes locked us deep to our souls!
Connecting us to a depth never before felt.
Passion exploding inside, making me loose all self-control.
I turn to hold you, to feel that sensitive kiss
Only to find me standing alone at my door.
Looking out in confusion, what do I see?
A busy street of empty faces,
A fear that you were only my fantasy.

Valentine's Day to say "I Love You,'

Even as I think it often of you.
Nor could 1 with such grace without this day
Tell you that I'm grateful that I Love you.
Impress upon you just how much I need you.
Needing such a frame for what I say
Even as I would my heart reveal.

I Love You Shane
By Mary Burwell
For me to leave you would be me committing suicide
You make me happy inside
I want you to be happy desperately
I have nothing to give you but myself
You make me alive
And free me from a dying existence
You give me hope
And when I am with you there is no self exhausting fear
Your willingness do deal with me holds me up
I have a new power to live which comes from knowing you
Our relationship is healing my wounds that would not heal
on their own
I want my life to glorify you
I am learning through you the reality of love
Love is a person
That person is you. Shane

Klos Diamond Center
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Not So Decadent After
All
By Chris Brown

Editorial

Editor-in-Chief

Last week's Exponent was already rolling off the
presses when members of the administration that I will
not name (because I really do like them) decided the
SGA chosen homecoming theme "A Decade of
Decadence.. .the 80's" was not appropriate. Decadence
for those with no dictionary handy, is a state of decay
or deterioration in reference to morals, culture, art, etc
Personally I think that this is probably the best single
word in the dictionary to describe the 80's. However,
the people at the top of the food chain did not want
UAH associated with the term decadence, which I sup
pose is understandable.
After a lengthy round-robin of suggestions in the
SGA office that came from every bad 80's song or movie
you could think of, the theme 'The 80's: Absolutely
Indescribable" rose to the top, or at least got chosen
out of utter frustration. However, in homage to the ludi
crous amount of fun we had rehashing our childhood
favorites I have decided to bring you the top ten home
coming 80's theme suggestions that did not make the
cut. I promise each and every one of these, along with
several I will not print, were uttered at some point in the
discussion. I personally take credit for numbers ten
four and one.
10. The 80's: We're Not Gonna Take It!
9. The 80's Strike Back (Yeah VH1 took it, but we
were thinking Star Wars)
8. AIDS and Cocaine: the 80's
7. The 80's: Like A Virgin
6. Back to the Future
5. The UAH Breakfast Club (one of several John
Hughes references)
4. Selling weapons to countries that will use them
against us later: the 80's
3. The Danger Zone: the 80's (I will always love Top
Gun)
2. The 80's: The best decade you can't remember
1. The 80's: 2 Legit 2 Quit (This would actually be
the theme if MC Hammer had not waited until February
of 1990 to make it big - and no I did not know that until
we looked it up)
Please do not email me and tell me you are too young
to remember these things or know about the 80's, I re
ally feel old enough as it is when I see all the young
faces around here now. If you really do not get a song
or movie reference, go ahead and email me and I will
clue you in. Reliving The Me Decade at the Hilton
should be a lot of fun. Stay tuned to the Exponent
because we will be giving away ten pairs of tickets in a
contest in next week's edition.
I am still looking for your letters to the editor to pour
into my inbox (I may have a better chance of getting
that wish after this edition!). I want to hear what the
people have to say whether it is good, bad, or just plain
mean. If anyone is interested in taking the reigns of
'Tech Talk," or writing in any capacity, please let me
know.

LETTERS

Deadline for having letters of 300 words or less turned in
is 2 p.m. on Friday. The Exponent reserves the right to

to the Editor
Dear Editor,
This is in response to
Marcie A.
It is unfortunate that
CCRH goers must be incon
venienced by escorting their

edit all materials submitted for publication.

guests. I am not associated
with University Housing, and
my suggestions are not rep
resentative of the Powers
That Be. However, I do know
of a student movement within

CCRH to havecameras moni
toring the hallways. Perhaps
if this movement became a
reality, those irritating escort
policies would disappear.
Are you willing to give up

more privacy for better secu
rity and less irritations?
Sincerely,
Jeff Cotten

Deadline for having letters of 300 words or less turned in is 2 p.m. on
Friday. The Exponent reserves the right to edit all materials submit
ted for publication.

DearSuzy,
I am a male engi
neering student and lately, I
have had the toughest time
meeting girls. I am not sure
where to look for them. Do
you have suggestions where
I can meet girls on campus?
I live on campus and am not
real familiar with Huntsville.
-Wondering
Dear Wondering,
Well Wondering, if
you haven't found any in
your classes or any other
places you go, why not walk
around campus. Try the
gym. Chances are you will
find some fit girls there. If
not, go walk around other
buildings on campus. I am
sure you can find some girls
in the Nursing Building or
perhaps sitting around the
UC. Try and go out to par
ties and other campus activi
ties going on. Are there not
any girls living on your resi
dence hall floor? Go visit
other places on campus or if
you are of age, go to a night
club with some guy friends
of yours and find girls that
way. You will find girls if you
really want to find them.
UAH isn't made up of all
guys, so I guarantee you will
find some girls around cam
pus, if not around Huntsville.
DearSuzy,
I have been dating
this girl for several weeks and

The Huntsville Council of Fashion Designers, Inc.
Presents the...

9^ flnnuaf (Designersftgainst (Breast Cancer
(Runway 'Fashion (Extravaganza!

Saturday, February 28, 2004

I am not sure what kind of gift
I should get her for
Valentine's Day. I know it's a
stupid question, but I don't
want to scare her away with
something really personal.
What do you think I should
get her?
-MattK.
Dear Matt,
Good question.
Matt, and no, it's not stupid!
How comfortable do you feel
being with this girl? Better
yet, ask yourself this: what
have you not done for her that
you think would make her
special? If you haven't
bought her a gorgeous bou
quet of flowers before, then
that may be something good
to do. Balloon bouquets are
always sweet and memorable.
Don't like sign up for a cruise
or anything, but something
sweet and simple and don't
get too much in to it.... it
might scare her away. I am
not sure how serious either
of you are, so you are going
to have to judge for yourself
how much you think she
means to you. My advice:
surprise her with a nice bou
quet and then maybe a nice
dinner to her favorite restau
rant. I am pretty sure you will
get brownie points for that
and it's not over the top.
Good luck!
Dear Susie,
During the past few
months, my friends that I
have been close to since I
moved to UAH have started
to drink heavily. It's gotten
to a point where they become
incredibly drunk every Fri
day, Saturday, AND Sunday
nights. I am tired of cleaning

up their puke, having the al
cohol smell constantly in our
rooms, and their yelling and
singing disturbing me. I
drink, too, but not exces
sively. They are getting
worse and worse and I am
also afraid they are going to
drop out and I don't want that
to happen. What can I do?
-Nicki
Dear Nicki,
I think it's time that
all of you sit down and talk
about the issue. Talk to them
on how much it is disturbing
you and that you don't ap
preciate it at all. Ask them if
they think it's affecting them
much, too. You would think
that if it's every weekend or
so, people are going to really
notice it and they are going
to end up having a bad rep.
If they don't want to cooper
ate with you, then I suggest
that you try and find new
friends. I know it sounds
rough, but in the end, you will
realize that you have made
the right choice. Talk to your
present friends that are get
ting drunk as soon as you can
so you can rearrange your liv
ing situation.
DearSuzy,
I have a history
class in Roberts Hall on the
3rd floor. Every time I go, I am
late because of the stupid el
evators. Some days I have
waited30minutes!! Onetime,
I couldn't go to class be
cause the elevator didn't
come for 45 minutes and the
stairwell was locked. I am
tired of being late and miss
ing class because it reflects
my grade. I feel dumb telling
my professor that the eleva

tor made me late. What can I
do?
-Elevator Made Me Late
Dear Elevator Made Me
Late,
Sounds like you got
a real problem! I have been
hearing that a LOT lately
about elevators, especially
the ones in Robert's Hall, act
ing up. I have ridden on them
myself and they are terrible. I
did clock the elevator not
coming for 32 minutes. I hope
someone who is able to fix the
elevators can read this. My
advice to you: go talk to Stu
dent Services in the UC. They
may be able to talk to your
professor for you.
DearSuzy,
There is this really
cute girl in my class and we
are friends and all, but I am
real shy on asking her out.
Please help me!!
-Shy Guy in NCRH
Dear Shy Guy,
Don't be scared!
She may be wanting you to
ask her to do something. She
may feel the same way about
you! You have to take
chances. If you don't, you
miss out on something that
is potentially life changing or
something great! You will
regret it if you don't; you will
continue through life asking
yourself, "What if?" If she
doesn't, then move on, but
still be her friend. Don't make
things awkward between
both of you by not talking to
her anymore. Things may
change in the future or you
may end up meeting her
single friend that you may like
better!

6:00pm - Reception/Auction/Exhibits
7:00pm - Fashion Show
Huntsville Board of Realtors
535 Monroe Street • Huntsville, AL
Proceeds go to

The American Cancer Society
Tickets: $20 per person

www, uah underground, com
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Opinion
No Support for the Troops from Bush Administation
By Derek Chris
Opinion Writer
Bush's faltering commit
ment to the very troops he
has put in harm's way is as
tounding. Our troops are dy
ing at a rate of about one sol
dier killed per day, and sev
eral soldiers are seriously
wounded per every fatality.
Meanwhile, back at the ranch,
the Bush administration has
been pushing for deep cuts
to veteran's benefits ever
since American troops
started pouring into Iraq. In
addition, the administration
has steadfastly opposed Na
tional Guard and Reserve
members - a large part of the
fighting force in Iraq—from
being a part of the military's
health care system.
So what are the numbers?
For starters, Bush and the
GOP has led the charge in
cutting $14.6 billion over 10

years in funding for basic
veterans benefits including
compensation for serviceconnected disabilities, burial
benefits, and educational as
sistance. Even more as
tounding is that while we still
have troops getting shot at
on a daily basis in Iraq and
Afghanistan, in October of
last year they tried to roll
back recent increases in
monthly imminent-danger
pay (from $225 back to $150)
and family-separation allow
ance (from $250 back to $100).
Adding insult to injury, some
troops recovering from battle
wounds were getting billed
for their hospital meals of all
things. The VA is forced to
make up for budget shortfalls
by enacting an expansive in
crease in co-payments and a
$250 fee for veterans to use
the VA medical system. Need
I mention that these comprise
the deepest cuts to veterans'

benefits since the Great De
pression?!?
On top of that, the Bush
administration is engaged in
a legal battle to block pay
ments previously awarded to
17 U.S. combat veterans who
were captured and tortured
during the 1991 Gulf War.
While the nation is at war,
more and more veterans will
need the services of the VA
for many years to come. Yet,
the VA received $1.2 billion
less than it requested from
the White House for 2005.
Surely out of the $399 billion
defense budget we can find
a little extra money to take
care of the veterans who are
already coming back with a
variety of ailments?
Also, the administration is
considering closing 38 com
missaries and 58 schools on
bases in the U.S. - a move
that military families would
feel harshly. Not only that, but

Bush failed to extend a child
tax credit to nearly 200,000
low-income military person
nel. Another recent initiative
that will hurt veterans is the
new regulation on overtime
pay that is scheduled to go
into effect in March. It is es
timated to eliminate overtime
pay for over 8 million
workers...a large number of
these will be veterans.
All in all, while the VA is
facing an influx of wounded
soldiers that will require ex
tensive medical services for
possibly life-long terms, their
budget is not sufficient to
handle the increased
workload. According to the
VA, 1.25 million veterans na
tionwide that are currently
under the VA healthcare plan
may no longer be able to par
ticipate.
Is this how we show sup
port to our troops? What is
interesting is that it is not the

Republicans, the GOP lead
ership, or the Bush
Whitehouse that has been
voicing concern for veterans.
It has been the Democrats.
They have gone on record
standing up for the interests
of veterans. The same admin

istration that sent our troops
to fight in a hostile fire zone
is now leaving them out in the
cold when it comes to taking
care of them. While Bush cer
tainly supports the war, it is
painfully evident that he does
not support the troops.

your
WSfehoilSe

I Am Jack's Penis: a Heartfelt Letter

Written on behalf of Jack's penis by Ande Boyer and Chris Brown.
I am Jack's penis. I am the
object of unabashed hatred
from half the world. It is
taught that I am untrustwor
thy, evil and dangerous. It is
taught that I need to be caged
and humiliated for the good
of all. It is taught that I am
inferior and undeserving.
I am Jack's confused pe
nis. Many believe I am con
fused because I am inherently
stupid and incapable of rea
son, left only to my danger
ous primal urges. I am con
fused because those who
claim to teach love and un-

derstanding at the same time
teach hatred of me.
I am Jack's heartbroken
penis. I watch idly as the ones
who hate me claim it is their
fundamental right to kill my
unborn sons and daughters.
I sit on the sidelines as they
kill my children with no regard
for them or me.
I am Jack's lonely penis.
The courts have listened to
these teachings, because I
have no rights. I cannot see
my children when I want, if I
can see them at all. The idea
of me being capable of car-

ing for them is called ridicu
lous.
I am Jack's frightened pe
nis. Everywhere I am threat
ened in plain language for all
to see. If ever I am accused

of wrongdoing, my guilt or
innocence is irrelevant, my
life is over. I live in fear that I
may become the next victim
that none believe.

PENISonpagel7

Type of Incident/Offense

Place of Occurrence

Theft of Vehicle

CCRH

Collision with Unattended Vehicle

ASB

ESKREIS from page 2

Lost or

our students consider things
like graduate and professional
school and work to promote
understanding of communi
cation in their day to day
life...Lambda Pi Eta is a club
designed for just such a stu
dent."
Lambda Pi Eta began
Spring '04 by voting for new
officers, discussing future
fundraising events and plans
for this semester. The soci
ety will promote and sponsor
the Communication Annual
Chili Cook-off, February 11,
2004
The society is planning
an induction ceremony for
'he eligible members of the
group. In order to be eligible
for induction or to be on of
ficer, individuals must have
at least 60 overall credit
hours, 12 being in communi
cations. They must be a com
munications major or minor

Criminal Mischief

with a 3.0 GPA overall and 3.2
in communications. If some
one does not have these
qualifications they can still
join as a guest and participate
in all functions and events.
Lambda Pi Eta will be eli
gible to be recognized on
Honors Day and will attend
the Liberal Arts Honors Day
program.
Lambda Pi Eta is seeking
new members. If you are in
terested in joining or would
like more information on the
club, contact the Communi
cation Department at 8246645 where someone can re
fer you to one of the mem
bers or inform you when the
next meeting will be.
"This semester it will be
important to do a few big
things to get our name out
there and set a standard for
future members," said
Bonilla.

1007 Jordan Lane • Next Door to Trees n Trends

Mislaid Property

NSSTC. SECH. TH
SI CH

Theft of Properly .

ASB. CCRH. LIB. SECH. WH

Traffic Accident

John Wright and Lakeside

Unauthorized Breaking and Entering of Vehicle

CCRH. RH. SECH

Criminal Eavesdropping/ Surveillance

ASB

S^rrmerhree
Managed by Brown Asset
1503Sparkman Drive, NW
Hunstville, Alabama 35816
(256) 830-0130
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The SGA Review
Charger Cafe the Focus of SGA Town Hall Meeting
By Joseph Terrell
SGA Correspondent
Last Wednesday the Sen
ate hosted a 'Town Hall' meet
ing in which students were
invited to express their con
cerns about any University
function. Free food and
drinks in the form of
Domino's Pizza and can
cokes were available to all
who attended the two and a
half hour meeting. Dr. Franz
dropped in the latter half of
the meeting to personally
comment on student con
cerns. Senators were on
hand to respond to and take
note of all grievances ad
dressed during the course of
the event. Many topics vary
ing from a possible wireless
system to a bus system and
even a yearbook were

brought up, but the most
widely communicated prob
lem was student dissatisfac
tion with the Charger Cafe.
Food quality, customer
service, and operation hours
constituted the majority of
complaints against the
Charger Cafe. One student
pointed out how her choles
terol had risen considerably
due to the content of the food
in the cafe.
It was also pointed out
how many students simply
can not eat at the peak serv
ing time when all stands are
in operation. Some students
have classes
during this time and arrive
later to find that the only
place openis the grill, in which
the food is widely accepted
as excessively greasy. This
is a health

risk to those who must eat
and do not want pizza every
day. Several people com
plained of the food service
employees' 'bad attitudes'
toward customers.
One student inquired as
to why the 'Chick-Fil-a's' and
the'Burger King's' cannot set
up shop here at UAH as they
do on other college cam
puses in Alabama. Exponent
editor-in-chief Chris Brown
related that in order for these
people to do business on
campus, the cafeteria must be
able to raise at least $750,000
in revenue annually. This is
why Alabama in Tuscaloosa
has a Chick-Fil-a and we do
not.
Autistic awareness was
brought to the forefront by a
freshman student who suffers from a similar disease in

which he lacks the social ca
pabilities that
many students take for
granted, but can still excel in
the classroom. He said
that if people were more
knowledgeable on this disor
der, that they could help
students like him become
more social and involved on
campus.
An Administrative Sci
ence student commented on
the excessive number of parttime faculty in her college,
stating that even though
many are successful in their
real-world endeavors, they
have trouble relating con
cepts clearly that maybe a
full-time teacher could better
address. Also in association
with academics, a student
was concerned that he could
not anonymously complain

The Charger Cafe' was the subject of many complaints at
last week's TownHall meeting.

to his department about a
certain professor he had.
Toward the end of the
meeting the issue of
telemarketing was brought up
in which someone noted that
the Alumni Association was
listed as giving student information to various credit card

companies. Dr. Franz said he
would look further into this
matter. The Senate will work
to resolve the issues ad
dressed and direct com
plaints to the right personnel.

Senate Discusses Campus Affairs and Club Chartering
By Joseph Terrell
SGA Correspondent
The Charger Cafe and its
problems once again sur
faced in Monday's 30 minute
Senate meeting. A consen
sus was achieved among the
Senators that some action
must be brought against the
Cafd. Senate President Kimberly Battle informed mem
bers that the likelihood of

having the Cafe shut down
is slim to none, so Senators
have looked for other ways
of handling this problem.
The Chair of the Campus
Affairs committee has de
cided to form a Student Ad
visory Board to aid in collect
ing complaints and reporting
them to the Senate. A meet
ing has already been sched
uled with the Caf6 manager
to discuss the complaints that
were brought up in last

week's Town Hall meeting.
One Senator shared a per
sonal complaint against the
caf6 in which an employee
allegedly gave the Senator a
pickle he had just touched
against his lips. In sharing
the complaint with the rest of
the Senators, the Senate
passed a motion to help pur
sue a complaint with Steve
Bruce against the Cafe em
ployee who did this, once the
proper documentation is

made ready. More informa
tion on this subject will be
available in next week's Ex
ponent as soon as the Cam
pus Affairs Chair has con
ducted her meeting with the
Cafe management.
Senate President Battle
began the meeting by con
gratulating the Campus Af
fairs Committee for their ef
forts in organizing the Town
Hall meeting last week which
was viewed as a success in

terms of turnout and com
plaints received.
In other business, two
clubs attempted to gain a
charter, the UAH Budo
Taijutsu Club and the Student
Action Council. Neither club
received their charter. The
Budo Taijutsu club did not
turn in a club constitution
stating their purpose nor did
they send a representative.
The
Student
Action
Council's attempt for a char-

ter was declared invalid,
since their President has re
moved himself from the orga
nization.
Senators spent the last
half of the meeting creating
banners to advertise the com
ing UAH House of Repre
sentatives and Presidential
elections. Applications for
these positions are available
in Charger Central.

House Makes Four Appropriations, Addresses Traffic
By Joseph Terrell
SGA Correspondent
The House of Represen
tatives approved 4 appro
priations to various campus
organizations. Those who re

ceived money were the Engi
neering Student Council,
Women's Studies Student
Organization, Interfraternity
Council, and the National So
ciety of Black Engineers. The
Society of Ancient Lan

guages was seeking $1500,
but their request was tabled
indefinitely.
Money distribution for
the approved requests are as
follows: Engineering Student
Council received $1000 for E-

week events, Women's Stud
ies Student Organization re
ceived $1222 to fund a con
cert by Canadian band 'Em
ber Swift,' the Interfraternity
Council received $640 to go
to a convention in Atlanta,

Campus £
International Cultural Organization welcomes all people to the annual International Club Mixer on February 17th at 7:30
PM in the Great Hall at NCRH. There will be games and drinks provided. Also a door prize will be awarded. Contact us for
more information at ico@email.uah.edu. We hope to see you there!
The UAH Spanish Club will be having a Game Night on Thursday, February 19th at 7 PM in Morton Hall 343. Come play
Scrabble, Bingo, trivia games, and more—all in Spanish! Come enjoy some free snacks and fun. For more information, email the club at latertuliauah@ vahoo.com.
If you interested in a career in Finance, please and come join the Financial Managers Association. An evening of
networking will take place on March 31, 5p.m. to 7p.m. in Ad Science Lounge on the Third Floor. Leaders from the
Huntsville community will be present to discuss career options in Finance. If you are interested in attending the Evening
of Networking or placing your name in the Resume book (FMA leaders are placing Resumes in a Resume book to give to
the business leaders), please contact Ronak Patel at (256) 457-6485.
The UAH Chess Club meets Thursday evenings, 6:30-11:00 pm, in the UC cafeteria. Late arrivals and early departures
welcome. We are in the process of forming a UAH chess team - none of our current players are tournament experienced,
so there is room for everyone. If you're interested, please drop by the club.
Sigma Tau Delta (The English Honor Society) is having a Valentine's Day raffle. They are raffling off three prizes; each
prize has two videos (somewhat related to English literature studies—Shakespeare, etc.) and a box of chocolate candy.
We're selling the tickets 6 for $5 or $ 1 per ticket. To purchase the raffle tickets, go to the English department in Morton Hall
room 222.

and the National Society of
Black Engineers received
$2100 to go to their national
conference in Dallas.
The Society of Ancient
Languages is seeking fund
ing for their annual Classics
Week event, which will in
clude lectures by several dis
tinguished speakers that the
club is bringing to UAH. The
request was tabled pending
the outcome of attempts to
get other funding for the
events.
Outside of appropriations,
the House disbanded the
special committee that was
exploring a right turn lane
from Ben Graves Drive to
"Holmes Avenue, as it had ac
complished all it could. Fa
cilities is still in the process
of researching traffic flow
from Ben Graves to Holmes,
but the issue is being con
sidered. The committee had

also looked into traffic at the
exit from Madison Hall, but
with the move of offices out
of the Alumni House the
former parallel parking places
at the west exit have become
a new right turn lane, easing
traffic concerns there.
The House also reached
a consensus on Student-Fac
ulty dating: it is acceptable
when the student involved is
not taking a class with the
professor, otherwise it is in
appropriate.
SGA chose their Home
coming king and queen nomi
nees: Michael Moore and
Samantha Wimberly, respec
tively. The House of Repre
sentatives is still in need of a
Clerk! Anyone interested
should contact a member of
SGA, come by the SGA Of
fice and see Debra Raney, or
attend the meetings on Mon
days at 8:45.

Are you in the mood to
gripe?
Write a letter to the editor.
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I am Jack's enraged penis.
The message of my evil is
everywhere, thrown at me
from every hallway and ev
ery street corner. They speak
of gender hatred and vio
lence, but gender hatred and
violence directed at me is so
cially acceptable.
I am Jack's forgotten pe
nis. Jack and I are no longer
needed by would-be parents
who nature did not intend to
procreate by themselves.

Forgotten is that both me and
Jack are needed to help a
child reach its full potential.
I am Jack's ashamed pe
nis. Now seen as a symbol
of oppression and an instru
ment of violence, I am
ashamed that I am no longer
seen as a provider, protector
or caretaker. I am ashamed
that in a society of "equal
ity," others seem to be moreequal than I and are given
preferential consideration.

These are the feelings I
have. These are the circum
stances under which I exist.
Acquiesce I must not; trudge
on is my only option. I can
only hope that one day the
vilification of me and the false
teachings about me will be
seen as the instrument of
agenda promotion that they
are and that society will some
day say it's had enough.

SGA ELECTIONS
Do You Want to Make a Difference?
S e t I n v o l v e d a n d Run f o r a n S G A
Office.
Positions Available:
House of Representatives,
President,
and Vice President

I'll qualify
I won't
I won't

111 qualify

I'll qualify

Applications are Available in the S G A
Office and the UC Info Desk
I won!

Don't g u e s s w h e t h e r you Qualify f o r t h e EITC. Know.
There's a lot to know about qualifying for the Ear™
Credit (EITC). You need to work and earn less than
have children, they must meet three qualifying

income Tax
:. If you
id that's

just to name a few. But the most important thing to

is you can

get help figuring it all out Visit us on the web. call 1

•TAX-1040

or ask your tax preparer. When it comes to getting help claiming
everything you honeslly deserve, consider it done.

1.800.TAX.1040

Internal Revenue Service
www.irs.gov/eitc

Applications are due by 5:00pm on
February 20, 2004 in the SGA Office.

"jTie SCfs: Absolutely Indescribable
f iomecommg ZOOff^ebruary 2J-28

Wednesday, 9:00pm: ACE movie night in the UC
Thursday, 9:00pm: Bonfire at Southeast Housing
Friday, 10:00pm: Block Party at Southeast Housing
Saturday, 9:00pm-midnight: Homecoming semi-formal
at the Hilton
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lot of violence that airs con
stantly for 3 hours - and fans
can get pretty, well, fanatical
about it, turning it into a veri
table celebration of a blood
sport. Vandalism, rioting in
the streets, and looting al

most always occur afterwards
in the cities of the winning
and losing teams.
Who has mentioned this
in the past week?
But some of these same
fans - including the head of

the FCC - are shocked and
dismayed after gathering their
families together to celebrate
such a family friendly, timehonored tradition and having
it sullied and damaged by
such an obscene occurrence.

everything but the degree

Watching guys tackle and
pound each other for three
hours is a family-friendly
event, indeed.
Now we're faced with
Nipplegate - a storm of not
only public apologies and
statements of regret to the
press, but lawsuits and inves
tigations.
It was a split second boob
shot, people. Justin didn't rip
off part of Janet's costume to
reveal weapons of mass de
struction!
MTV produced the halftime show. The lyrics to"Rock
Your Body" include the prom
ise to "have you naked by
the end of this song."
Justin was laughing when
interviewed immediately af
terwards and even said,
"Hey, man, we love giving
you all something to talk
about."

So it wasn't a "costume
malfunction" and it wasn't in
good taste. But let's drop the
lawsuits, please.
Why Americans, of all
people, are so prudish I just
don't understand? No won
der talking about sex or body
issues is so taboo and prob
lematic for people, when a
little flash causes such may
hem.
It's not like she's an Aus
tin Powers-style fem-bot and
started taking out fans in the
stadium.
Personally, I thought the
half-time show was pretty
awful until the little tata trick.
At least that gave people
something to talk about.
And while all this talking
has been going on, who
haven't we been talking
about: Janet's brother
Michael. All this smacks of

conspiracy really.
Now I am not advocating
public displays of nudity.
And I'm not even defending
the artist's right to her own
"artistic expression" - even
that is stretching it. She was
expressing nothing if only her
need to flash her boob.
This is neither here nor
there. What remains is a ce
lebrity did a stunt to cause a
stir and get some self-promotion. Any publicity is good
publicity, right? She should
have known better, so let's
gently slap her on her wrist
and move on.
As for me, I'll still buy her
new album. I was a fan be
fore Boobgate and I will re
main so long afterwards. In
the meantime, I may even
sport a "Free Janet" t-shirt.

that had the crowd on its feet.
In all. Snider played for
nearly two and a half hours
straight without a break do
ing a total of thirty songs and
stories. His covers included
Bob Dylan's "Knocking on
Heaven's Door" and John
Prine's "Illegal Smile" along
with a very funny old Kris
Kristofferson tune about
meeting the devil and steal
ing a song from him. After

that set, Todd exited the stage
to a standing ovation and
chants of "Todd! Todd!
Todd!" That was not the end
of course, and he came back
on within minutes to do a
three-song encore.
Next time Todd Snider
comes to play in Huntsville,
it would be a crime to miss
him for he is just that good.

line is blurred or crossed the
consequences can reverber
ate forever. The ending is

predictable but explosive.
Check this one out. You
won't be disappointed.

HEWITTfrom page7

" 11
IVIonday, February 23

jostons

Tuesday, February 24
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
UAH University Center
Exhibit Hall

the same chord structure.
One song ended with the
gospel classic"Will the Circle
be Unbroken." After that
song, he told the audience
that he always liked to follow
a gospel song with some
thing totally unrelated. He
then launched into the enor
mously popular "Beer Run."
Another memorable moment
was a two-song segment he
played with Tommy Womack

LANGHAM from page 8
She reminds everyone that
there's a thin line between
love and hate and when that

Samsung has just put you in the running to carry the torch.

: i rmmM rail

-

^

'<fj\
•

Samsung is bringing you one step closer to the glory and tome of the Olympic Games. Just write a simple 50-word
online essay at www.samsungusa.com/olympics explaining how you embody the Olympic spirit. If your submission
wins, you could have the honor of being an Olympic torchbearer as the torch goes on tour. It's your chance to
potentially share in a unique moment of Olympic history for all the world to see. Samsung. Share the experience.

Samsung x42S

Wireless Phono

'

Write an essay and you could be a torchbearer for the ATHENS 2004 Olympic Torch Relay.
Just visit www.samsungusa.com/olympics

I ^0

i

. ~r

Pass the flame, unite the world.

.
ffjfc
_____

WWW.Uahexponent.com

02004 Samsung Electronics America. Inc.
No purchase necessary. This is a contest of ski!. Open to legal residents ot the 60 United States S DC, 14 years or oider. Void where prohio.ted. Contest ends 7/29/04. For official rules and complete entry details, visit www.sam3ungusa.com/olympics

<

The Exponent 12 February-18 February 19
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Mclntyre's contributions in
cluded four-RBIs and his first
home run as a Charger.
Senior shortstop Wes
Long continued his consis
tency at the plate with a 2for-3 performance that in
cluded a pair of walks.
Pitchers Tyde Meadows,
Sean Kroenke, and Ryan
Vinson all contributed to the
Chargers effort from the
mound with Ryan Vinson
picking up the win. The
Charger defense also ex
ecuted a flawless perfor
mance as they went errorless
for the game.
UAH 7, Nova Southeast
ern 4 (February 8)

The Chargers conclusion
to a strong showing in the
tournament consisted of de
feating Nova Southeastern
on Sunday morning before
returning home. The Charg
ers seven run total against
Nova can greatly be attrib
uted to senior catcher Mor
gan Morgan, who drove in
five runs in his 2-for-3 per
formance at the plate. Out
fielders Ryan Cox and Carl
Walker also deepened the
offensive spectrum by add
ing two hits apiece.
Sophomore
Jimmy
Altsman headed up the de
fense with his start on the
mound, while later being re

lieved by junior Trai Mead
ows and senior Taylor
Pontius. Senior Wes Long
finished the game pitching
and also collected the win for
the Chargers.
The Charger Squad's
weekend performance solidi
fied that their power at the
plate and presence on the
mound will be apparent as a
contender in the Gulf South
Conference this year.
The Chargers season will
continue with their home
opener on February 20 at Joe
Davis Stadium. The 1 pm
doubleheader will be played
against Martin Methodist of
Pulaski, TN.

anticipated by Elizabethan
audiences.
As did Shakespeare's
players, SSE actors routinely
play multiple roles in perfor
mances.
Unlike the
Shakespearean productions,
SSE's cast includes women
actors, but in hilarious hom
age to the original practice of
assigning female roles to
male actors, SSE often casts
both male and female actors
in cross-gendered roles.
Actors' costumes are
contemporary, as they were
in Shakespeare's time. Sets
are sparse, as were the origi
nal ones, and require audi
ence participation in terms of
imagination. Music is often
contemporary to the 21s' cen
tury, sometimes incorporat
ing song lyrics that were in
cluded in the plays.
Shenandoah Shakespeare
also participates in academic
endeavors. Members of the
company are active in a col
laborative project with Mary
Baldwin
College,
in
Staunton, Virginia, to offer a
Master of Letters/Master of
Fine Arts Degree in
Shakespeare and Renais
sance Literature in Perfor
mance. Dr. Ralph Alan
Cohen, who is Shenandoah
Shakespeare's Executive Di
rector, also serves as Profes
sor of English in the Mary
Baldwin College program.
Students whose ages are
14-18 have the opportunity to
participate in summer activi
ties
by
attending
Shenandoah Shakespeare's

Young Company Theatre
Camp. Participants enjoy
educational classroom lec
tures as well as performance
opportunities and backstage
observation of Blackfriars
performances.
'The Importance of Being
Earnest" by Oscar Wilde, is a
significant play as Dr. Julie
Early emphasizes. Wilde, a
social critic, wrote during the
fin-de-siecle period of the
late-19th/early-20th centu
ries, when the Modern era
was beginning to emerge
and become distinguished
from the conventions of the
Victorian.
Dr. Early analyzes the cul
tural implications of Wilde's
play. "'Earnest' may be
shaped like a drawing-room
comedy, but it is transgressive and subversive in ways
our post-modern sensibilities
will recognize. For Wilde,
surface and style are all;
'identity' is not 'natural' or
'authentic.' Instead, we are
multiple selves, personalities
that are free-floating and that
play against hostile cultural
'normativity.' It's a deliber
ate self-performance that we
recognize in much of popular
culture today. Wilde wasn't
just reacting against a high
seriousness of Victorian cul
ture, but was articulating and
embracing style, an aesthetic
that was also well ahead of
his time."
S h e n a n d o a h
Shakespeare's web address is
http://ishakespeare.com.

CARTER from page1
cant cultural event for the
campus
community.
"Shenandoah Shakespeare is
a nationally respected reper
tory company, and we are for
tunate to have them at UAH.
SSE performances are based
on a thorough understanding
of Renaissance staging and
performance style, deep
knowledge of Shakespeare's
text, and a gift for providing
exciting theater for a modern
audience."
S h e n a n d o a h
Shakespeare, based in
Staunton, Virginia, also fea
tures indoor performances in
their Blackfriars Playhouse,
an authentic Elizabethan the
atre modeled on the original
Shakespearean playhouse of
the same name. The com
pany is also currently con
structing a replica of the
open-air Globe Theatre,
where many of Shakespeare's
plays were performedfor Lon
don audiences in the early
1600s.
Both the touring and the
resident companies empha
size authenticity of experience
in the presentation of
Shakespearean drama. The
atrical lighting allows the au
dience to remain visible to the
cast members during perfor
mances, increasing audience
awareness of the numerous
roles that Shakespeare in
tended his audiences to play,
such as members of a royal
court, soldiers in an army, or
simply objects of the many
jests that were included in the
text and would have been
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"Long after I left
medical school I took a
course in xex feeling it
time 1 knew

something about it.**
'Ibe world believed this
New York psychiatrist
murdered women. But did
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P. \RK WEST: A Kovel
of Love and Murder and
Retfempiion

by Stanley Goldstein
Oiiltntc at:
www.wvxtonbookit.oom

Another fme book from

Exponent

Wyston Books. Inc
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lot of violence that airs con-

most always occur afterwards

the FCC - are shocked and

Watching guys tackle and

So it wasn't a "costume

conspiracy really.
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MISC.

800Mhz Computer System
Speakers and Printer Incuded
$250 or best offer
jeff.a^@idecjedsft)neanriyjTiil
<rafa^dBtgfegkrearnyiri>

Math TutorAlgebra
through Calculus III. Leave
a message at 536-5283.

2002 NISSAN XTERRA SE,
V6, black, premium wheels, 6
disc CD, running boards, fog
lights, towing pkg, & more,
28k, factory warranty, excel• lent condition, $17,500,
256-652-6422.
2001 Honda Accord EX,
white, 60K miles, automatic,
6-disc CD changer, sunroof,
power windows and locks,
spoiler, excellent condition.
$14,500.682-4472.
1995 Pontiac Grand Prix SE
Sedan, Heads Up Display,
4DR, Blue,
120K, V6, Auto, CD, cruise,
power seats/locks. $3,250
OBO. 256-527-1071.
1990 Ford Probe, 2-door,
white, recently installed CD
and speakers, 164K miles,
cruise, power mirrors, auto
matic, runs great, $1,150, (256)
717-7455

JOBS
NEED EXTRA INCOME?
Start part-time for a national
marketing organization. High
potential commissions. Ex
cellent instruction. Set your
own hours. Call 256-837-0436
Sports Writers NEEDED: to
cover baseball, Softball, track
and field, and tennis (men's
and women's). If interested
please contact Ronak Patel at
ro_93 @hotmail.com.
Vet Tech experienced, Arab
area, (256) 582-9226.
www.
UAH
EXPONENT
.COM

FRATERNITIESSOSRORTIESCLUBS-STUDENT
ORGANIZATIONS
Earn $1000-$2000 this se
mester with a proven Cam
pus Fundraiser 3 hour
fundrasing event. Our free

prgram makes fundraisin
easy with no risks.
Fundrasing dates are filling
quickly, so get with the pro
gram! It works. Contact
Campus Fundreaiser at
888.923.3238, or visit www,
campus fundraiser.com
VALENTINE'S DAYSALE
3-T Balloon Bqt $4.95, Gift
Box $7.95, Collectible Bear
$7.95, Rose Trio $4.95, '/2
Dozen Roses $9.95, Dozen
Roses $18.95, Brown and
Haley Gourmet Choc $8.95!
Order by February 9, 2004.
CALL 851-7800 or520-7675
SPRING BREAK PANAMA
CITY BEACH FL "SUM
MIT" LUXURY CONDOS
NEXTTO LAVELA & SPIN
NAKER CLUBS. SAVE
WITH OWNER DISCOUNT
RATES. (404)355-9367.
University of Alabama in
Huntsville Mathematical Sci
ences Department 2004 Dis
tinguished Lecture Friday,
February 13th - 1:45 p.m.
McDonnell Douglas Audito
rium, Rm 100, Material Sci
ence Building
Title:
"Centroidal Voronoi tessella
tions: algorithms and appli
cations"
Prof. Max
Gunzburger Department of
Mathematics and CSIT
Florida State University

• Classified ads in The Exponent are free for all UAH stu- •
•dents, faculty, staff and alumni. Contact The Expo-"
• nent, attention Chris Brown, Editor-in-Chief of The Ex- •
Bponent at 824-6090 for more information or email your"
Bclassified ad to editor@exponent. uah.edu. You can"
• also contact The Exponent office by fax at 824-6096. •
• Deadline for all classifieds to be turned in is no later •
•than 2 p.m. on the Friday before the next paper is"
"scheduled to be published. All free classifieds will run"
Bfor two weeks unless otherwise specified in the indi-"
Bviduals' original classified ad.

Counter Attack
Across
1 Pole
5 Raja's wife
10 Blemish
14 Loft dweller
15 Coral reef
16 Pig container?
17 Musical nobleman
19 Lay waste to
20 Showing sound judgment
21 Danube hometown
23 Wire measure
24 Distinct aspect
25 Even though
29 Security org.
30 Singer Cole
33 Waldorf, for one
34 Actor Kevin
35 Bravo in Madrid
36 Gordian, e.g.
37 Follows cabinet
38 China container
39 Sense of self-importance
40 Stationed
41 Unclouded
42 Hook up with
43 Dry
44 All dolled up
45 Lincoln's birthplace
47 Fixed charge
48 Nervous system disorder
50 Atonements
55 Time fl ame
56 "I don't want in"
58
Mary Robertson
Moses:Grandma Moses
59 From this time
60 Rij)j)ed
61 Teachers' favorites
62 Angered
63 Highway sign

Down
1 Like some computers
2 Skin product ingredient
3 Shock
4 Large quantities

Crossword 101
By Ed Canty
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56
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5 Pooh's friend
6 Not
__ sorry
7 Beat by a narrow margin
8 Actor Wallach
9 Elisha Graves Otis
inspiration
10 Fling
11 Take a census
12 Related
13 TV actress Sofer
18 Fearful and hesitant
22 User-friendly image
24 Came to grips with
25 Cockeyed
26 Star in the movie Big Fish
27 ER test, perhaps
28 Do lunch
29 Precedes eye or truth
31 Assumed name
32 Inclined to weep
34 Bowl
37 Mexican street band
38 Yard of
40 Zaharias, for one
41 Formerly top of the milk

|
60

63 ;

44 Crumpled
46 A tapestry
47 Deal in stolen property
48 A boy or man
49 Make perfect
50 Rock music
51 Kidd's team
52Really neat
53 Pub tip in Dublin
54 Fret
57E'en Longfellow used it
Quotable Quote

Thus the metric system
did not really catch on
in the States, unless
you count the increas
ing popularity of the
nine-millimeter bullet.

Dave Barry

% GFR Associates" • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

MATRIX INl/OLUTION- FINALLY,IT'S OVER - PARTS
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